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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 






13. September 26.—Obedience and Kingship . Read Psalm 72 
t October 3.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard . ' 1 Kings 21 
2 October 10 —Elijah Taken Up into Heaven . 1 Kings 2: 1-124 
3. October 17.—Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian 2 Kings 5 
4. October 0g-—Etisha 's Heavenly Defenders . . 2 Kings 6 : 8-23 
s. October 31.—‘The Boy Joash Crowned King 2 Kings 11: 1-20 
6 November 7.—Joash Repairs the Temple . 2 Kings 11: 2:1 to 12:16 
7 November 14.—Daniel in the King’s Court (World's 

Temperance Sunday) ....... A . Dan. 1 
8 November 21.—Jonah a Missionary to Nineveh 

(Foreign Missionary Lesson) . Jonah 3: 1rtoqg:t 
9. November 28.—-Amos, the Fearless Prophet ee 

Missionary Lesson) MOS 5 : I-15 


so. December 5.—Uzziah’s Pride and Punishment . . 2 Chron. 26 


11. December 12.—Jehovah Yearns over Backsliding 


Oe Eee Hos. 11 : 1-11 
12. December 19.—‘The Fall and Cz iptivity ‘of Israel . 2 Kings 17: 1-18 
Or, Christmas Lesson: The Song of the Angels . Luke 2 : 1-20 


13. December 26.—Review: Jehovah's Gracious Promises to 
Israe Read Hos. 14 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Jehovah is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness.— Psa. 103 : 
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Anthony Comstock 
By Frederick Hall 


** Whosoever would become great among you shall be your 
servant; 
Whosoever would be first among you shall be your slave."’ 
— Matthew 20: 26, 27. 


‘THE slave’s work his, to clean our filth away, 
Do tasks accounted for our hands too vile ; 
And his the faithful bondsman’s ample pay, 
Scorn, curses, stripes,—and God’s approving 
smile. 


After the Meeting 


Satan does not get through with his work when 
we get through with ours. The fact that we are 
through often gives him his chance. A missionary 
writes to a friend at home about certain meetings that 
have been wonderfully bles:ed : ‘* The Word of God 
went forth with power. Yes, and it continued with 
power, for you should have seen how the speakers 
came back at once to continue in prayer when Satan 
was busiest after the addresses picking up the good 
seed.’’ Our work is only begun when the seed sow- 
ing has been well done. For effective seed sowing 
is a signal to the Adversary ; and he misses few sig- 
nals, Perhaps we should see many more mighty re- 
sults from our witnessing about Christ if we prayed 
even more earnestly after the message has been de- 
livered than we sought God’s power beforehand for its 
deliverance. It is not discouraging to recognize that 
we must continue in praver after a good work has 
been done ; it is encouraging to recognize this : for 
the better the work, the more we need to pray,— 
Satan does not waste his efforts trying to undo poor 
work, Perhaps this is one reason why God tells us 








to ‘*pray without ceasing.’’ If we do not, we shall 


lose some battles after they have been won. 


=x 
Getting Out of the Ministry 


No one need get out of ‘‘ the ministry ’’ while he 
is in this life. If laid aside by the Master from one 
form of ministry we may confidently count on being 
taken into a greater opportunity of ministering. A 
voung evangelist in the midst of a blessed soul-win- 
ning campaign wrote to a friend of how God was 
greatly using humble and contrite ones. ‘‘ One dear 
fellow,’ he wrote, ‘‘ laid aside from the ministry, has 
devoted himself to the ministry of intercession."’ 
That special new ministry of his is what the Master 
himselt is devoting As life to. The greatest minis- 
try,—not the easiest, but the hardest, —that of inter- 
cession, is open to any ‘laid aside’’ one if he is 
willing to pay the cost. 


aa 
Paying Our Debts 


It should be our aim to win to Christ every per- 
son we meet. If we are with one who has not accepted 
Christ, our desire is that he should know Christ as 
Saviour; and if he already belongs to Christ, then 
our contact with him should win him to a deeper 
knowledge of Christ as the Life. A young business 
man, whose habit it was to keep on the lookout for 
opportunities to present Christ to the men with whom 
he came in contact, noticed that he spoke with the 
utmost consideration and care to the men whom he 
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hoped to win. One day as he walked away from a 
salesman with whom he had talked most graciously, 
he suddenly asked himself whether he ought not to 
treat a// men as he tried to treat the men whom he 
wanted to win to Christ. He decided to test his 
dealings with men by the question, ‘‘ How would I 
treat him if I were trying to win him to the Lord’’ ? 
This young Christian was laying hold of the truth that 
all his tact and warmth and kindness should be poured 
out upon all men, For to every one the Christian 
meets he owes a great debt, and it can only be paid 
by the costliest gift—love. 


Ha 
Unused Gifts 


Every talent is a talent thrown away if it is not 
used in God's service. One who has a great gift and 
who goes through life and does not use that gift for 
God might better not have had it. A young woman 
with remarkable musical talent recently received a 
note of hearty thanks for the service that she had 
freely rendered at a summer conference. In a letter 
offering her services again, but refusing to accept 
money payment for it, she said: ‘I truly think that 
God has given me a gift, and I believe it is only my 
duty as well as pleasure to use it in his service when- 
ever the opportunity offers. In fact, I would be afraid 
not to use it, for fear he would take it away.’’ Not 
only the highest use but the only use that music should 
have is to glorify God. So with every other gift. God 
asks us to do all things and to use all things in Christ's 
name, that he may not need to take his gifts from us. 
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The Regret for Meager Sacrifices 


HERE is probably not a human life in which sac- 
rifice has not some place. Even the most selfish 
acknowledge the reality of its claims, and feel 

the beauty and power of its results in their lives. In 
the crises of life nearly every one thinks of it as a 
possible resource, and in their better moments most 
men plan to give it more place in their conduct. But 
it is probable that most of us have very crude and raw 
ideas of what it is, and that we figure it to ourselves 
in terms of pain and loss and severity. We hear the 
voice of sacrifice, but it seems a hoarse voice, sound- 
ing harshly across our lives, and we miss in it any- 
thing like a wooing, friendly note in which it asks us 
to come and reason together. Yet it has that note, 
and in the gospel it is perhaps the prevailing one. 

When we speak of Christ's sacrifice we often speak 
of it as if it were just sheer, unmitigated renounce- 
ment of whatever was dear to him. But we shall 
never be moved by his sacrifice until we feel also the 
whole atmosphere in which it was made. In the 
stoic’s renunciation we feel a chill austerity which 
almost freezes ‘‘the genial currents of the soul,’’ but 
in no step of Christ's self-surrender do we feel any 
such thing. It was carried out in an atmosphere of 
warmth. And that is the mysterious fascination of 
Christ's cross, that it does make men feel at home. 

Professor Denny says that ‘‘ when we open the New 
Testament we find ourselves in the presence of a glow- 
ing religious life." Men and women are leading sac- 
rificial lives, but without saying much about it and 
almost as a matter of course. Something has hap- 
pened to make them want to do it. It is sacrifice, but 
what a difference between it and the forms of it which 
had always prevailed in the world before! They had 
found Christ’s way, and they meant never to live 
henceforth without the fruits of it. We must not use 
the word ‘‘sacrifice’’ at random, as if everybody knew 
perfectly well what it meant, or as if every one meant 
the same thing by it. In the Christian life the chill 
is taken off this word. It does not confront us in 
stark and abstract terms, but all colored and glowing 
with the personal love: of Christ. 


We may be sure that in the end our main regret 
will be that we have made so few sacrifices. Life 
is worth all the best we can pay for it. The times 
come to all when disappointment, or disillusion, or 
change seem to make it less worth while to give of our 
very best, and the tempter wouid make us believe that 
some poorer offering would have done just as well as 
the best love of our hearts, and the best efforts and 
the highest attitude toward our work and our fellow- 
men, And in some bad periods of our lives most of 
us know what it is to fall to this temptation, and then 
look back to the days when we gave our utmost and 
costliest as the only ones in which we have any 
pleasure. 

There are times of personal disappointment when, 
after having taken the highest view possible of our 
fellow-men, and after having spent ourselves freely for 
them, there seems to be no result. Then there are 
slack days when we withhold our hands and grow 
suspicious about how far it is worth while to expend 
ourselves for others. Such times are among the un- 
happiest we ever have. 

It is said of one of the great leaders of parliament- 
ary life in England that he has suffered a loss of influ- 
ence through a’growing spirit of suspiciousness and a 
failure of his old-time frankness and accessibleness. 
The wear and disappointment of noble efforts, often 
apparently made in vain, tend to produce this reac- 
tion. It is then that one needs to gather up afresh 
all his force and all his faith to make himself believe 
that men are worth serving to the uttermost. Many 
an effort may miscarry, but to give little is a failure 
from the very start. 

That is a critical period in the life of a Christian 
servant when he realizes that a great deal of what he 
has done has gone for nothing or been unappreciated, 
and he begins to stint his service and to do less and 
to look out for himself more. Then he no longer 
takes those risks for righteousness which were once 
the joy of his heart. He becomes cautious in making 
sacrifices, and calculating in his endeavors, and then 
the best of his influence and his greatest happiness 
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lie all in the past. The lives of all men have sacri- 
fice in them somewhere, but in many it is followed by 
disillusion and it sinks into the past as a noble experi- 
ment they once made which failed. But Christ so 
taught and mastered his disciples that it became an 
instinctive and habitual thing. Our present hesita- 
tion, in which we know that we are becoming calcu- 
lating and selfish again, may become instead, in 
Christ's fellowship, the threshold of the best period 
we have ever known. 

Nothing makes us more miserable than our meas- 
ured sacrifices. 


‘* Give all thou canst ; high Heaven rejects the lore 
Of nicely calculated less or more.”’ 


We look back upon nothing with greater sorrow than 
that we made too meager sacrifices for some one of 
the great ends of life. As we see the matter now they 
were worth more than even our utmost endeavor. It 
is not our painstaking, our inconvenience, our pa- 
tience, our prayer, our self-denial, that we regret, but 
just simply that we dared so few of all these pro- 
ductive risks. In our friendships we feel that we 
might so easily have done more. For the truth we 
might well have given time and patience and weari- 
ness to find out what it was. -‘‘Could ye not watch 
with me one hour ?’’ said Christ to his disciples, who 
were still very casual in the way they treated great 
experiences, 

As we look back upon what even a little prayer did, 
we cannot conceive why we did not believe in it more 
and carry it farther. ‘‘Thou shouldest have smitten 
five or six times.’’ Archbishop Tait was one of whom 
the world would say that he made the most of oppor- 
tunities, but looking back he said he wondered why 
he had not taken more pains to link to himself men 
whom a little effort might have won and fastened, but 
they were now lost to him forever. In our studies we 
are tempted to hurry and skim and take what is easi- 
est and most immediately profitable. Then afterward 
we realize that if we had gone a little deeper the re- 
sultant riches would have been ‘‘ worlds away’’ from 
anything we got. Had we been able to stand our 
loneliness a little longer, had we not too greedily 
reached out for any kind of fellowship rather than 
bear our isolation longer, angels might have come and 
ministered to us. 

But it is never too late. Christ does not come to 
us chiding and haunting about lost opportunities, but 
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An After-Vacation Prayer 


Our Father and our God: We bring thee the tribute 
of grateful hearts, this day. Thou hast kept our way- 
ward feet in right paths. Thy patience with us is won- 
derful. With infinite gentleness thou hast deferred to 
our desires, and lavished on us undeserved satisfactions. 
Thy bounty has enriched our days and sweetened our 
lives. In sickness we have felt thy healing hand; in 
sorrow, thy comforting touch. We have been safe in 
travel, and are still allowed to taste thy joys, and the 
peace of a quiet home. We thank thee for the renewed 
fellowships of this hour; for all the tingling delights of 
friendship; for the privilege of useful work; and for 
signal freedom from overwhelming calamity. Yet more, 
we bless thee for the hope of heaven, and for those un- 
utterable experiences of grace which impart to these 
passing days the flavor and foretaste of heaven. How 
holy our privilege of walking with thee in undisturbed 
communion and holy iutimacy! Lord, with hearts 
awed—and melted—we do here and now renew our 
vows as thy children, servants, and co-workers. Fold 
ustothy breast. Breathe into our disordered nature 
the healing—and power—of thine own being. Enrich 
us into nobler living, an unsullied peace, a quenchless 
courage, an effective service. Lord, make use of us! 











filling the future for us. The past may be over- 
whelmed. He does not doom anybody to it. So far 
as they had gone it was almost inevitable that the dis- 
ciples should gauge the value of effort very much as 
they did. It was not yet worth while to wash the feet 
of their companions, but it soon would be; and after 
the illumination that came by the Cross and the resur- 
rection they felt it worth while to give their utmost for 
their fellow-men. There were no more meager sacri- 
fices. Paul was not at all doubtful about the rewards. 
He was afraid he should not give enough. Christ does 
not come with scorching words upon us when the fear 
and the low values which are born of low atmosphere 
have dampened our efforts and made us doubtful of 
sacrifice. He shares with us not only his peace and 
his joy, but also his power to estimate and value 
aright the inestimable worth of giving ourselves wholly 
to the service of God and our fellow-men. 

We do not arrive at that conviction by observation 
or argument, but Christ entices us into it and leads us 
out of our ‘‘nightmare of self-consciousness and self- 
absorption so that we may be lost in the great whole 
of humanity, thinking of others, caring for others, 
admiring and loving others.’’ 





Were the ‘“‘Robbers” Jews ? 


Is it known whether the two robbers who were crucified 
with Jesus were Jews? 

Although it is nowhere so stated, it seems probable 
that these men were Jews. The impenitent robber 
asked in his unbelief, ‘‘Art not thou the Christ? 
Save thyself and us."’ The other spoke also as one 
who knew God and the teaching concerning the Mes- 
siah. And he speaks as a Jew when he prays: 
‘* Jesus, remember me when thou comest in thy king- 
dom.’’ It is believed that if these men had been of 
any other nationality this would have been stated. 

As those who hated Jesus looked upon him as he 
hung on the cross with the title ‘‘ King of the Jews’’ 
above his head, they perhaps thought of him in mock- 
ery as the king between two of his subjects. 
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Are Old Testament and 
New Testament Incorrect Names ? 


May I ask a question that has been interesting me for 
some time, but upon which I have not been able to get 
light. Why are the divisions of the Bible called Testa- 
ments ? Who gave the name, and when was it given ? 

The title-page of the New ‘Testament in the American 
Revision is ‘The New Covenant commonly called the 
New Testament."" This Revision changes ‘‘ testament"’ 
to ‘‘covenant’’ in every place where it occurs, except in 
Hebrews 9 : 16, 17 [For where a testament is, there must 
of necessity be the death of him that made it. For a tes- 
timony is of force where there hath been death : for it doth 
never avail while he that made it liveth], where both read- 
ings are given in the margin. The translation by Robert 
D. Weeks is entitled ‘‘ The New Dispensation.’’—A NEW 
YORK READER. 


The term ‘‘new covenant’’ is found first in the 
Old Testament : ‘‘ Behold, the days come, saith Je- 
hovah, that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah’ (Jer. 
31:31). The term ‘old covenant,’’ or ‘‘old testa- 


is found first in the New Testament: ‘for 
until this very day at the reading of the old covenant 
the same veil remaineth, it not being revealed to 
them that it is done away in Christ’’ (2 Cor. 3 : 14). 
In this chapter the new covenant is also mentioned 
as Paul discusses the contrast between the old and 


ment, 


new: ‘*who also made us sufficient as ministers of a 
new covenant" (2 Cor. 3 : 6). 

The Greek word used in these passages (datheke) 
signifies both ‘‘ covenant,’’—an agreement made be- 
tween twa parties, and ‘‘ testament,’’—a last will by 
which one party bequeaths property to another, the 
primary meaning being ‘‘testament.’’ When God 
makes a covenant it is different from a man’s agree- 
ment ; the terms are made by God, and man’s part 
is to accept them. Thus it rather resembles a man's 
will or testament. It was perhaps for this reason 
that the Grecian Jews who translated the Old Testa- 
ment (the Septuagint version), rendered the Hebrew 
word meaning covenant, in Jeremiah 31 : 31, by the 
Greek word meaning both testament and covenant, 
rather than using the Greek word which strictly 
means covenant. 

The Greek word diatheke is used in its double 
sense in Hebrews9 :15-17. The writer of this Epistle, 
which is a wonderful setting forth of the relation of 
the old and new covenants, shows in this passage that 
God’s new covenant is truly a testament, sealed and 
made of force by the death of Him who made it. 

It will be seen that the Bible writers are not speak- 
ing specifically of the books of the Old and New 
Testament when referring to the covenants. But 
since the first or ‘*old’’ covenant is contained in the 
Old Testament and the new is set forth in the New 
Testament, these names (in the Greek) were applied 
to the two divisions of Scripture and have come down 
from the second century. The Greek word diatheke, 
perhaps because of its use in Hebrews in the sense of 
will or testament, was rendered by the Latin word 
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testamentum, from which our English ‘‘ testament’’ 
is taken, 

It is interesting to note that the great Hebrew- 
Christian scholar, Adolph Saphir, protests, against the 
name ‘‘Old’’ Testament. ‘The Old Testament, he 
says, in some respects is newer than the New Testa- 
ment. A passage from his notable book, ‘‘Christ 
and Israel,’’ clearly shows this interesting view and 
his own suggestion for naming the two divisions ; 


The Bible we believe to be inspired by the Holy Ghost; 
and here we make no distinction, and especially none be- 
tween what is called Old and New ‘Testament. Genesis 
is as authoritative as Matthew's Gospel, the Prophet 
Isaiah as true a messenger as the Apostle Paul, the pages 
of Zechariah as truly given by the Most High as the 
Apocalypse entrusted bv Jesus to the beloved disciple. 
The Spirit foresaw all things, and all future manifesta- 
tions and developments of God's eternal purpose, when he 
caused the beginnings of the great history to be written in 
the Pentateuch. 

The very names, Old and New Testament, I believe to 
be erroneous, and to have been productive of mischief. 
For what is meant by calling the writings of Moses and 
the Prophets ‘‘ Old Testament'’? Do they not set forth 
the covenant of grace? The doctrine of justification by 
faith : does not Paul in his Epistle to the Romans prove 
it from Genesis (case of Abraham) and from the Psalms 
(case of David, Psa. 32)? Where is the doctrine of sub- 
stitution and the vicarious sufferings of the Messiah set 
forth more clearly than in Leviticus and in the 53d of 
Isaiah? ‘The term ‘‘Old Testament’’ leads people to 
fancy it is an antiquated book ; whereas, in many respects, 
it is newer than the New ‘Testament, referring more fully 
to the age of glory and blessedness on the earth which is 
still before us. 

The distinctive feature of what is called ‘‘ Old Testa- 
ment"’ is, that its center is Jehovah as King of the Jews 
and of all nations, Theocracy or Christocracy ; whereas 
the peculiarity of the ‘‘ New ‘Testament”’ is that it sets 
forth Jesus as Head and Bridegroom of the Church, re- 
ferring to the times of the Gentiles, and unfolding the mys- 
tery which was not made known until the outpouring of 
the Spirit, viz., the mystery of the Church, the Body of 
Christ. ‘Therefore I would call the writings of Moses and 
the Prophets—Book of the Kingdom, and the writings of 
evangelists and apostles—Book of the Church. 


y 4 
How Long Was the Ark Building? 


Is there Bible proof for the statement that is made again 
and again by many people that Noah was 120 years in 
building the ark? I shall be glad to have a discussion of 
the question as to the time required for the building of the 
ark. Some members of my teacher-training class are 
confused in the matter.—AN IOWA MINISTER. 

Noah was a long time in building the ark, for Peter 
tells us that ‘‘ the longsuffering of God waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing.’’ Dur- 
ing those days Noah was a ‘‘ preacher of righteous- 
ness.’’ But the Bible record does not make it certain 
that it was a hundred and twenty years. 

If the one hundred and twenty years of Genesis 
6 : 3 means that at the end of that period the flood 
would come, it suggests that Noah may have begun 
preparations for the ark when this prophecy was given. 
If this be the case, the prophecy was given twenty 
years before the time mentioned in Genesis 5 : 32, 
when Noah was five hundred years old. 

Some have interpreted the prophecy concerning the 
one hundred and twenty years to mean that this 
should thereafter be the normal length of men’s life. 
But one hundred and twenty years does not appear 
thereafter as a usual limit for life, and some of the 
patriarchs after the flood lived considerably beyond 
that period. 

A third view of the one hundred and twenty years, 
and a less usual one, is given in The Companion 
Bible. It contends that the one hundred and twenty 
years refer not to men in generil, but to the man 
Adam, and that the prophecy was given when Adam 
was eight hundred and ten years old. The word for 
man is in the singular, and refers to ‘‘ the man,'’ or 
Adam. ‘It means,’’ says The Companion Bible, 
‘*and can mean, only that Adam himself, ‘also,’ as 
well as the rest of mankind, had ‘ corrupted his way.’ 
If ‘men’ be the meaning, then it may well be asked, 
who are the others indicated by the word ‘also’ ?’’ 


=< 
How Tell of Our Victory ? 


If, as you say, we ought not to say that we are ¢rying to 
live the victorious life, how skou/d we express it? Should 
we say, ‘‘I am living the victorious life ’’ ? 


One should always shrink from making any state- 
ment that points or seems to point to one's self. On 
that account it would be regrettable to hear a Chris- 
tian make the claim, ‘‘I am living the victorious life.’’ 
But one can say in simple faith, ««I am trusting Christ 
for the victorious life."’ That points away from self 
to Christ. Or one can say, ‘‘I know that Christ is 
keeping me.’’ Not what we are nor what we are 


doing, but what Christ is and what Christ is doing, 
should be the glad message of our testimony. 
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Why We Are Going Back to England and France 


Some reasons why a young American couple, representing The Sunday School 
Times, are giving their lives to service 


By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 





CROSS from us at table in the dining-saloon of the 
St. Paul is seated a bright young English woman 
who has been doing nursing in the United States. 
Last night she was telling me how she happened to 
be crossing to England. ‘‘It was only a week ago,"’ 
she told me, ‘‘that I had word from my father, who 
lives in London, that my one brother had been ‘killed 
in action somewhere in France,’ and that my only re- 
maining brother, also in the service, was back in 
London, wounded but not dangerously. I knew,"’ 
she continued, ‘‘that very soon he would be recov- 
ered and would return to the front, and I felt I must 
see him before that happened. The risk is too great 
of my never seeing him again, once he returns to the 
trenches,’’ she finished sadly. Hers is one sad heart 
among thousands in England, and for that matter 
throughout all Europe. But how about the gallant 
boys themselves who are going so bravely to the de- 
fense of ‘* King and Country’’ ? 

Many wounded soldiers back from the trenches in 
northern France have told us of the horror and soul 
sickness that have seized them as for the first time they 
have seen death flying overhead, and striking down 
their mates by their side. They have told us of a 
whole battalion filing into the trenches for the first 
time, forgetting ‘‘ Tipperary,’’ forgetting aught but 
the flying shells, and to a man dropping on their 
knees in prayer. They have told us how as never 
before, to a soldier in the trenches, as to a drowning 
man, come the visions of his past sins and of his need 








The wonderful story of the little Belgian soldier, who car- 
ried from the trenches wounds that left scars on arm and 
neck and head, is told in Mrs. Norton’s first letter from 
England, which will appear in an early issue. The stories 
of experiences in soul-winning by these representatives of 
The Sunday School Times in desolate, war-enslaved 
Europe will be sent from time to time by Mrs. Norton. 
She knows how to tell about the terrible situation. Her 
articles will give pictures of the field of war, such as the 
intimate glimpses of the Belgian King Albert and of trench 
warfare that will be included in: the story of the little Bel- 
gian soldier. But Mrs. Norton is in this work with her 
husband because, like him, she has a passion for souls, and 
believes God has called them in a very special way to this 
soldier-ministry. So her letters to Times readers will seek 
especially to tell the glad story of how men are being 
snatched from hell in the maelstrom of the World War. 


of God. And even the enlisted men who have not 
as yet tasted actual conflict have felt something of the 
solemnity of their position as we have talked with them, 
and have been eager and ready for the message of 
Salvation. We have been hearing just recently that 





the new recruits marching away to the front are sub- 
stituting ‘*Onward, Christian Soldiers’’ for ‘‘ Tipper- 
ary’’ as a marching song. 

These, and the fact that in our previous evangelistic 
work with the enlisted men in the training camps of 
Great Britain in November and December of 1914 we 
saw over one thousand men professing to accept Christ, 
are some of the reasons why we are returning to Great 
Britain and France to give our time and strength as 
long as the war lasts to winning soldiers for Christ. 

The opportunity truly is unparalleled: three mil- 
tion British soldiers in camps and at the front, in 
England and France, and ready as never men were 
ready before to hear the message of salvation. The 
Y. M. C, A. has not been blind to this opening, and 
has now eight hundred assembly halls or marquees in 
the training camps and at the bases all over these 
countries. It was in these marquees that we held our 
meetings for the soldiers last year. 

Dr. Len Broughton, whom we met in Atlanta in 
April of this year, told us that in a trip through the 
camps of southern England he saw men literally sweep- 
ing into the Kingdom. 

As we return, we plan to reach the soldiers, as be- 
fore, through the meetings held in tents or marquees 
where they can congregate and listen to a song serv- 
ice, in which they delight to join, and to a message 
that will endeavor to point them to Christ as a Saviour ; 
after which the opportunity will be given them to 
make an open confession of Christ. 

But not only in this public way is it possible to reach 
the men, but everywhere are there opportunities for 
speaking to men individually and leading them to 
Christ. Never was personal work so easy of accom- 
plishment. On streets, in railway carriages, wherever 
a soldier in khaki is met, there is a chance to lead a 
soul to the Saviour. 

One night last December we were early at the 
Waterloo station, having to wait some minutes for our 
train. As we stood there my husband spied a soldier 
limping across the passage way toward us. Advanc- 
ing to meet him, Mr. Norton inquired kindly, ‘* Just 
back from the front, are you, old fellow? How did 
you receive your wound?’’ This mode of address 
never displeases a soldier, and he was no exception. 
Soon he was telling us about his wound, received while 
in veterinary service. His business was to go on to 
the field of battle and carry off wounded horses. It 
was most dangerous ; he had a close call, his horse 
shot from under him and himself crippled. 

‘In the face of such dangers,’’ pursued my hus- 
band, ‘‘do you not feel the need of a Saviour? Have 
you given the matter any thought?”’ ‘The man im- 
mediately became serious, and standing there on the 
platform of Waterloo station we had the joy of hearing 
this soldier acknowledge his acceptance of Christ. 

One of the greatest factors in the success of this 
work has been the distribution of Testaments and 
Gospels. It is an invaluable adjunct to personal 
work, as nothing makes approach to a man so easy as 
the offering him a Testament. These Testaments 
are gratefully received, and after the acceptance it is 
always easy to follow with a personal word as to the 
man’s personal relation to Christ. 

In our previous visit to the war zone we gave away 
thousands of Testaments in English and Gospels in 
French, to the soldiers, and now we expect to give 
away many more : a quarter of a million copies of the 
Scriptures, if it is financially made possible. To every 
soldier who accepts Christ, in our meetings, we give 
a Testament ; we also give one to any man, Christian 
or not, who will agree to carry it with him and reada 
portion daily. 

This work of Testament distribution has the very 
enthusiastic commendation of Chaplain-General Tay- 
lor, Chaplain of all the King’s forces. He himself 
personally has sent out large quantities for distribution. 

We have been privileged to give away ‘Testaments 
and Gospels throughout France to wounded soldiers 
in Red Cross trains back from the front, and through 
hospitals up and down the Marne. 

We expect to continue the work among the wounded 
in hospitals in France particularly. This includes 
hospitals at the north of France near the firing-line. 
Hospitals that are improvised from old chateaux, old 


convents, or hotels, and where perhaps one or two 
devoted nurses will have sole charge of hundreds of 
badly wounded men, we are at perfect liberty to go 
through at any hour, distribute our little Gospels, and 
where it is possible speak a word for the Master. We 




















When J. Wilbur Chapman was conducting a great revival 
in Minneapolis some years ago, he was struck with the 
unusually effective organization of personal work. The 
leader in it was a young Y. M. C. A. man named Ralph 
C. Norton. Dr. Chapman called this young man out of 
the Y. M. C. A. work, and for nine years, until the spring 
of 1915, Mr. Norton was in charge of personal work in 
the world-wide campaigns of Dr. Chapman and Charles M. 
Alexander. The story of how God called him into the 
work for soldiers was told in last week’s issue by his friend 
Mr. Howard A. Banks, Private Secretary to the Secretary 
of the United States Navy. The $6,000 needed to launch 
the work and to carry it on for a year has already been 
provided by voluntary contributions. A\ll additional con- 
tributions will go directly into Testaments ard Gospels 
(approximately 15 cents for each Testament and 2 cents 
for each Gospel), which are distributed personally to the 
soldiers. Sunday School Times readers may send con- 
tributions to the Editor, Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, who 
is Treasurer of the work, known as the “ British and French 
Soldiers Evangelistic Campaign.” 


have seen men’s faces light up, as we passed through 
wards where the evidences of horrible suffering almost 
made us faint, and everywhere would be eager, out- 
reaching hands for what we had to give; and it was 
a joy, as we left the wards, to see the poor fellows 
busily engaged in reading the little books. We can 
never know on earth the results that will surely come 
from the placing of the Word of God in the hands of 
these men. 

We hope to get nearer to the firing-line this time, 
to the bases where the men go back and forth from 
the trenches, and where the need must surely be 
greatest. I can speak enough French to work among 
the soldiers of France, but I am not so fortunate as to 
German. We may be able to visit the prison camps 
in Germany and minister there to the British prisoners 
of war, or it may be there will be opportunity for serv- 
ice on actual battlefields. Everywhere the fields are 
ripe, and how earnestly we pray for guidance and 
strength and equipment for the work that lies before us ! 

There is but one way in which the evils of this war 
may be overcome, and that is ‘* by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of our testimony.’’ May we 
all be able truly to say, ‘* We love not our lives unite 
the death.”’ 

Lonpon, Enc. 
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And other Gospel triumphs seen from the 
Missionary Watch Tower 





i. 


The Crowning of Wonderful Uganda’s New King 


By Professor Harlan 


~ 


P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 
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ING DAVID, the African potentate whose charm- 
ing personality I tried to describe three years 
ago in The Sunday School Times, has attained 

his majority, and the story of his coronation as King 
of Uganda in November last is delightfully told in the 
British and Foreign Bible Society Gleanings for June. 

Proceeding from his capital in a motor car to the 
ancient place of investiture in Budo, the young Chris- 
tian Kabaka, or king, Daudi Chwa II, ascended his 
throne, placed according to custom upon successive 
layers of skin, —a hyena’s, a leopard's, and a lion's, 
—where he was presented with five gifts: spears, sig- 
nifying his duty to take arms in protection of his peo- 
ple’s liberties; a shield, a similar duty with the 
thought of defense rather than of offense; a short 
sword with which to punish evil-doers; a rod of judg- 
ment tempered with mercy; a handful of twigs, be- 
tokening long life as a ruler, just as a twig basket 
which, though it fall, is not broken like a clay vessel. 

The king was next invested with a robe, put on 
with the words, ‘‘As you are now clothed in this 
royal robe, may the Lord your God endue you with 
knowledge and a wisdom and power from on high.’’ 
A ring was then placed upon his finger by Bishop 
Willis, famous as the evangelical champion in the 
Kikuyu controversy, who said: ‘‘ Receive this ring 
as a token of the lasting bond between yourself and 
your people.’’ 

The cap of state was donned, accompanied with the 
words, ‘*O God, the Crown of the faithful, bless, we 
beseech thee, and sanctify this thy servant Daudi, our 
Kabaka; and as thou dost this day set a circlet of 
pure gold upon his head, so enrich his heart with thy 
abundant grace and crown him with all princely vir- 
tues, through the King Eternal, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.,”’ 

Seating himself upon his historic throne, a sump- 
tuous copy of the Bible was given him by the Bishop 
with the words: ‘*Gracious Kabaka, we present you 
with this Book, the most valuable thing that the world 
affords. Here is wisdom, this is the royal law, these 
are the lively oracles of God.’’ 

His consort, Queen Irene, was somewhat similarly 
invested, after which an English Bible, like the one 
presented to the late Queen Victoria, was given, and the 
vast audience sang the Te Deum in the Ganda tongue. 

When one recalls the awful scenes of persecution of 
Christians, scars of which even the Premier, Sir Apolo 
Kagwa, bears upon his body, and recalls further that 
they were due to the hatred of Christianity which 
filled the hearts of his father and grandfather, such a 
coronation, acclaimed by jubilant multitudes of a 
Christian kingdom, is surely another miracle of mis- 
sions. Henry M. Stanley's challenge to the Church 
of England to come to the succor of Uganda, written 
forty years ago and responded to so bravely by Mackay 
and his colleagues of the Church Missionary Society, 
was the prophetic invitation to this recent ceremony. 

In the old heathen days the coronation of a Uganda 
king was marked by the slaughter of rival princes and 
the torture and death of hundreds of wayfarers who 
were sacrificed in the belief that the king’s vigor would 
thus be increased and his life lengthened. 

‘*God save Kabaka Daudi !”’ 


“ 
China’s Amazing Evangelism Continuing 


HE following up of Mr. Eddy’s evangelistic meet- 
ings in one of China’s provinces shows how 
much wider the work is than appeared even at 

the conclusion of his phenomenal visit. Six hun- 
dred delegates were trained at that time for a sub- 
sequent province-wide campaign that is reported in a 
most interesting pamphet recently issued. 

Thirteen of the largest cities were chosen as cen- 
ters of effort. Five teams of workers, each consist- 
ing of a science lecturer—a foreigner who rang the 
bell to attract audiences, so to speak, as well as to 
show the value and Christian character of Western 
learning—and an evangelist, in every case a Chinese, 
went by pairs to the selected cities. During the 
first day or two lectures on science were given to men 
of the city in different groups, and at these tickets for 
the evangelistic meetings that followed for three or 
four days were distributed. Near the close of the 


series of meetings cards were signed by those desiring 
to enter Bible classes or to become inquirers. For 
months in advance these cities were preparing for the 
coming of the workers, so that the seed fell upon 
favorable soil. 

Some of the results are capable of tabulation, The 
attendance at all the meetings totaled 133,991, and it 
is interesting to note that the larger attendance was 
usually at the evangelistic meetings, which reported 
about 6,500 more persons than the science lectures. 
In the thirteen centers 9,230 men and women signed 
cards expressive of their desire to investigate Chris- 
tianity and study the Bible. Of these 7,800 were 
men and during the first three months after the cam- 
paign the average Bible class attendance was 4,234. 
As most missions require more than a year of testing 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Catholic Bible Distribution.—The Record of Christian 
Work informs us that the Society of St. Jerome, an Italian 
Roman Catholic Society for the distribution of the anno- 
tated Gospels, which was first favored and then suppressed 
by Pius X, has been encouraged to take up its work again 
by Pope Benedict XV. 


Egypt’s Growing Church.—The Evangelical Church 
of Egypt has 65 ordained ministers, with a total of 102 
ministers, theological students, and lay preachers. ‘The 
membership is 12,194, and there is an average Sabbath 
morning church attendance of 25,284. ‘The schools of the 
United Presbyterian Mission report 546 boys and girls, of 
whom 258 are Mohammedans, a remarkable proportion, 


How Indians of Brazil Pray.—A writer in ‘* South 
America,”’ the organ of that continent’s Evangelical Union, 
states that the Indians of Brazil often stretch out their 
hands toward the sun at its rising and say: ‘‘O sun, I 
worship thee ; but if thou art not God, I worship,him who 
made thee!’’ It is that saving doubt that makes one long 
to go to resolve it and introduce the red man to him who 
is both Light and salvation. 


Bibles by the Million.—The centenary of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society occurring this year is a noteworthy occa- 
sion in the history of one of America’s greatest missionary 
agencies. The total number of volumes issued during the 
ninety-nine years past is 109,908,608. The output of last 
year is the largest in the Society’s history, amounting to 
6,388,717 volumes. The greatest advance was in the for- 
eign mission field. A World’s Bible Congress will be held 
in connection with the Society’s centenary. 


A Day’s Income.—The Spirit of Missions tells what a 
single day’s income of persons of varying means could do 
for different sorts of work of the Episcopal Church; it 
could do practically the same for the work of any society. 
‘* $1 will support a hospital bed in China for a week. $2 
will support a bed in Alaska for a week. $3 will support 
two boys or girls for a week in one of our Indian boarding 
schools in South Dakota. $25 will pay a month’s salary of 
one of our workers among the southern mountaineers. 
$50 will pay the expenses for five weeks of the launch 
Pelican, which carries Bishop Rowe and Archdeacon Stuck 
up and down the rivers of Alaska. $75 will pay the run- 
ning expenses of a day-school in China for a year.”’ 


An India Lawyer's Call.—In the report of the Amer- 
ica Board’s Marathi Mission is an account ofan Indian saint, 
S. R. Modak. When his lawyer was asked to become 
pastor of the largest church in Western India, he replied : 
** Since I was young my highest ambition has been to do such 
service. If you think me worthy to become your pastor, I 
shall gladly accept your invitation on two conditions—that 
you accept my services without any pecuniary remuneration, 
allowing me to continue to support my family by my legal 
work, and that you employ an associate pastor.’’ This 
man of winsome personality for nearly twenty six years 
had been doing asa layman a most fruitful work for the 
church and for almost four years thereafter served the church 
as pastor with great acceptance. 


To Overcome Mohammed.—A wise word ‘from Mr. 
Allen comes from Urumiah, Western Persia, in the realm 
of Islam, ‘It is not our work so much to destroy Mo- 
hammed, as it is to exalt Christ. It does not seem neces- 
sary to me for us to tell these people anything about 
Mohammed, whether he is a sinner or not; but our calling 
is to present Christ as the Saviour, so far beyond compari- 
son as not to be named in connection with Mohammed... . 
It is as a Moslem friend said to me the other day when we 
were talking about these things : ‘‘The Persians never print 
anything against the Christ; why should you draw them 
and yourselves into controversy and perhaps enmity by 
printing against Mohammed? Print as much as you will 
about Christ and no one will complain.’ ” 


before admitting catechumens to the church, it is too 
early to report upon this point. 

Other criteria are equally important in measuring 
the value of such a movement. The reflex influence 
upon the Church is most gratifying. Its member. 
ship has been brought into living contact with needy 
souls and is nearer the heart of educated China than 
ever before. Being blessed themselves by these 
meetings, Christians in many places are carrying the 
work into neighboring towns and villages through 
methods learned in the meetings held in the home 
churches. In some cases, evangelistic campaigns 
for 1916 are being planned by local churches, It is 
believed that as the larger prefectural cities have been 
reached this year, so the smaller county towns may be 
similarly reached within a year or two. 

As the report says: ‘‘ Results are‘not measured by 
the crowds and enthusiasm of the mass meetings, 
but they will be found to correspond to the state of 
the spiritual life of the church, the faithfulness, abil- 
ity and stick-to-it-iveness of its members, and the 
earnestness and sincerity of their prayers.’* 


% 
Heard in the Congo 


N A recent issue of the Alliance Weekly, Mr. F. ©, 
Marsh calls attention to two striking phrases heard 
in their mission fields. One comes from the 

Congo where in the baptismal service the missionary 
Says to the candidate: ‘‘And seeing that you have 
come to the Lord Jesus and have eaten his goat, I 
baptize you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.’ This seemingly incongruous combination of 
ideas is really beautiful, when one knows its origin, as 
stated by Mr. Marsh. When a slave was ill-treated 
by. his. master, he could flee from him to any .other 
master he might choose and claim his. protection. If 
his request was granted, a goat would be killed and 
the new master and his slave would eat of it together. 
This done, the old master had no claim upon the slave, 
Should he follow the runaway and demand him back, 
he would be met by the reply : ‘‘ He is nolonger yours ; 
he is mine, for he has come to me and eaten my goat.”’ 
The other phrase, ‘‘an empty tomb,’’ was uttered 
by a Moslem. A party of tourists when visiting the 
reputed sepulcher of Jesus at Jerusalem were told of an 
Arab who said toa Christian : ‘‘ When we go to Mecca, 
we have a stone coffin in which are the bones of our 
Prophet ; but when you go to Jerusalem, you have 
only an empty tomb.’’ That way of stating a central 
truth of the Christian propaganda suggests the glory 
of the missionary message, as well as its mighty power, 


% 


The Great Moslem Pioneer 


HE April Moslem World wisely devoted consider- 
able space to Raymond Lull, whose martyrdom 
as the first great missionary to the Moslems oc- 

curred six hundred years ago on the twenty-ninth of 
June. Converted from the life of a gay and dissipated 
courtier by five distinct visions of the crucified Christ, 
from thenceforth for him to live was Christ and his ser- 
vice. While famous for his great erudition, —some- 
times bordering on the fantastic, —and for his zeal for 
the establishment of missionary schools in which the 
languages of heathen lands should be taught, he makes 
his strongest appeal to our times through his devotion 
to Moslem missions, long before the day of mission- 
aries to any Arabic-speaking land had been undertaken. 

Preparatory to personal devotion to the field task he 
had studied Arabic for long years, as well as taught 
the language. In 1291, after timorous doubts and 
fears, for which he deeply reproached himself, he 
sailed for Tunis, where he publicly taught Christianity 
until he was finally imprisoned and expelled. But the 
missionary, defeated at fifty-six, never failed to long for 
the work again. Hereturned to Africa at seventy-one, 


and when nearly eighty he crossed once more to Bougie 
(Bugia), though some say it was Tunis. Here he boldly 
resumed his crusade against Mohammedanism, was 
stoned outside the city walls and died of his wounds. 

While the visible results of his labors in Africa were 
practically nil, his life was a witness to the strength of 
a great missionary conviction, and until this day he has 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 26 (Review) 


inspired men to noble and self-sacrificing devotion to 
‘‘hopeless’’ causes, when in the line of God's will. 

Listen to some of his utterances and catch his spirit : 
««Much do I wonder concerning men who are in the 
true way. How can it be that after they have received 
the gift of true life, they do not attempt to help those 
who are outside the truth into the true way.’’ When 
he longed for the conversion of Moslem Palestine, he 
cried out: ‘‘It is my belief, O Christ, that the conquest 
of the Holy Land should be attempted in no other way 
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than as thou and thine apostles undertook to accom- 
plish it—by love, by prayer, by tears and the offering 
up of our own lives.’’ And when this learned layman 
‘*who waited for no consecrating hands, no orders,’ 
before going forth to Moslem lands, ‘‘had served his 
own generation by the will of God, and fell on sleep,’’ 
he left to succeeding generations that dear motto of 
his, ‘‘He that loves not lives not; he that lives by 
the Life cannot die.’’ 

YALE UNIVERSITY. 





Where Time 


Has No Value 


Professor Kyle’s ideas on Bible chronology discussed by one of the world’s great Orientalists 








By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D., D.D. 








That the lands where “ time has no value ” 


are nearer right on the question than we 


Westerners are, is one of the astonishing suggestions of this article, which was called 
forth by Professor Kyle’s article, ‘‘Some Surprises of Bible Chronology.’"] Dr. 
Kyle has referred to Sir William M. Ramsay as the world’s pre-eminent archeologist 
in his particular field. It- has been said of his researches in Asia Minor that * the 
Acts and the Epistles cannot be adequately studied except in the light of his con- 
tributions.” Sir William’s article is far more than a keen study of time-counting 
methods: it shows how to distinguish between real life and mere length of years. 


T IS a perfect pleasure to read such an article as 
that on the Bible chronology in The Sunday 
School Times of May 8 by Professor M. G. Kyle: 

it is so full of good sound commonsense on a subject 
to which commonsense is very rarely applied. 

The subject is very difficult, and scholars seem to 
think that, because it is difficult, therefore the wildest 
suppositions and methods may be employed in writing 
about it. And now Professor Kyle tells us that his 
friend comes to him and asks for ‘‘ proof that the 
chronological system and methods of early time in 
Bible lands were different from ours,’’ ‘Their chro- 
nological methods were utterly different from ours; I 
am admitting for the sake of brevity that it is permis- 


sible to speak about the chronological methods of - 
’ people who were constitutionally and naturally care- 


less alike of chronology and of method, simply 
because they had never any thought of what we in the 
West and in modern times call the value of time. 
Perhaps they were not altogether wrong. Perhaps we 
are not altogether right. 

During many years past I have often in conversa- 
tion said that one of the most valuable lessons which 
one has to learn in Western Asia is that ‘‘ time has 
no value’’: it is only the use made of time that is of 
any value. Three weeks ago I had to give an address 
at the annual meeting of the National bible Society, 
and the beginning of it, which rose spontaneously to 
my mind, bears so closely on this subject that I may 
be pardoned for quoting it from memory: 


*“*How Much Have You Lived?”’ 

‘«The more I live,—I do not mean the longer I 
live, but the more I live, for sometimes one may live 
a long time and hardly live at all, while at other times 
one may in a few moments live a great deal; and 
most of us have done a good deal of living during the 
last ten months,—well, the more I live the more pro- 
foundly convinced I am of the truth of the New Tes- 
tament, and the more I feel how sane it is in its out- 
look on the world, how full of commonsense and 
sound judgment it is in every sentence, how perfectly 
unique and above all other literature itis. It stands 
by itself, apart and alone; and there is nothing to put 
in the same class with it.’ 

It should be added that I diectaimed any intention 
of speaking about the Old Testament, as I do not 
know the languages in which it is written; but added 
that one who works only with translations, and com- 
pares the Arab historians of the Middle Ages with the 
historical books of the Old Testament, must feel that 
in the former you find six sentences of legend and 
fable for one of history, whereas in the Old Testament 
you are standing on the soil of history and truth; also 
that on the student of mythology and folklore Abra- 
ham makes the impression of being a real, individual 
man, and not a vague figure of mere legend or myth. 

In these sentences my aim was to convey, first, the 
distinction between time and reality; years may pass 
over a man, and yet he may have become no wiser 
and no more capable of understanding the nature of 
the world in which he lives. And, secondly, that it 
might be a fair, though of course rough, way of dis- 
tinguishing between real life and mere length of years, 
to estimate the degree in which one has learned to 
appreciate truth, especially the supreme truth of the 


Bible. How much have you lived? How much 
have you learned of truth and realitv? How much 
have you learned to appreciate the Bible? These are 
practically equivalent questions. In the answer to 
questions like these, consideration of the lapse of time 
plays no part, ‘‘time has no value"’: the Eastern 
view seems right in this point of view, at least, and 
we seem to be wrong. This is not everything, but it 
is something. 

Even take the cnronological methods of the old 
Greeks, a European people or half-European, a race 
especially great in historical writing. Thucydides, 
who is by nearly universal consent ranked as almost 
the greatest of historians, sees that it is necessary to 
fix very precisely the date of the great War, which 
formed his subject. How does he do so? His words, 
a little shortened, are: ‘In the fifteenth year of the 
Thirty Years Truce, in the forty-eighth year of the 
priesthood of Chrysis in Argos, in the year when 
Ainesios was ephor in Sparta, and Pythodorus’s 
archonship at Athens had still two months to run; in 
the sixth month after the battle at Potidaia.’’ 

This way of dating gives rise to a series of historical 
investigations, some of which are difficult and some 
insoluble. When was the Thirty Years Truce made? 
In what year was Pythodorus archon at Athens? In 
what month of the year did the archons enter on 
office ? etc., etc. Again, what is the right text? the 
view has been maintained by some that Pythodorus 
had still four months to rule, and by others that he 
had three, and that the text should be read accord- 
ingly. The truth is that on the method of stating a 
date followed by the greatest of historians, he gives 
only the slightest help in fixing the time when the 
war began, but he does give us real help in fixing the 
date of Chrysis, Ainesios, and the rest, after we have 
through a long investigation arrived on other grounds 
at the date of the great War. 

The nature of the case might be put in a modern 
example thus: Let us suppose that an event was 
dated by a Chinese historian as follows: ‘In the 
third month of the Presidency of Woodrow Wilson in 
the United States, in the tenth vear of the archbish- 
opric of Randall Davidson at Canterbury, when 
Wilhelm was in the twenty-sixth year of his reign, 
when Yuan Shi Kai was President for the third year.’’ 

Over such a date much controversy would arise a 
thousand years hence among scholars, and much ink 
would be wasted. The causes of controversy are 
numerous and obvious: for example, does the writer 
mean to count Wilson’s Presidency from the day of 
his election or from the day of his entry on office in 
the following spring? Some controversialists would 
argue that the Chinese author must inevitably have 
regarded the day of election as the beginning of the 
Presidency, while others would maintain the alterna- 
tive opinion. There would result a search for and a 
discussion of English historical records to discover 
when Randall Davidson was made archbishop, and 
thereafter a ponderous argument would arise, owing 
to the fact that neither way of counting Wilson would 
suit the tenth year of Davidson : the text would have 





1 In last week’s issue appeared the closing article of Professor Mel- 
vin Grove Kyle’s series on Bible chronology, together with a list of 
the previous articles and the announcement of Sir yan M. Ram- 
say’s article of confirmation. ; 
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to be changed in one place or the other. Soon aa 
infinitum about one single sentence. 

That is the character of ancient chronology in the 
best of Greek historians, What is the case with 
Eastern writers, who are notoriously careless about 
chronology as a thing of no consequence? We used to 
notice the method of the Turkish travelers, when rail- 
ways were new in Asia Minor. Like Abraham's ser- 
vants in Genesis 24 : 54, they rose up in the morning 
and started on their journey, and came to the nearest 
railway station, and waited there, one hour or five 
hours, until the train arrived, Time was of no im- 
portance to them even in business ; and those were 
hard-working men. 

So it is with chronology. If you meet a Turk 
whom you have not seen for some years, and recall 
some matters that ought to have been arranged, and 
ask whether the interval was three years or four or 
five, as this seems to you to have some bearing on the 
settlement, he answers /fepsi dir (‘*all are one’), it 
is all one, all the same. 

‘The natural Asiatic’s point of view is radically dif- 
ferent from ours, and so it has always been. Chro- 
nology is to them utterly unimportant except for sub- 
sidiary purposes ; it may have some value sometimes 
as showing how ‘thy days may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee’’; that is, it may 
have a moral value ; but there is no value in it for its 


* own sake as the exactly-reckoned lapse of so many 


days and months ; inasmuch as a round number will 
give the same moral value as an exact number. 

Where Luke feels himself most completely in Ori- 
ental surroundings, as generally in the opening chap- 
ters of his Gospel, he tends to speak more in round 
numbers: ‘Jesus himself, when he began to teach, 
was about thirty years of age’’: where thirty-two 
would be almost perfectly exact ; but the moral value 
lay in this, that a custom was growing and actually 
became a rigid regulation some tinie later, that thirty 
was the age when a Jew was sufficiently mature and 
experienced to take part in public life. Jesus, in this 
as in everything, fulfilled the whole law and custom 
of his nation in so far as they were good and valuable. 
We now in the West maintain the principle that a 
man should enter public life at the age of twenty-one ; 
he then becomes a voter, and his opinion is ranked 
as equally valuable with that of the most experienced 
veteran in all matters of home and foreign policy ; he 
may be unable to tell whether a paragraph in a news- 
paper about Berlin refers to Berlin, Ontario, or Ber- 
lin, Prussia, but his vote is of the same value in de- 
termining who shall be President and who, through 
the President, shall be Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
There is a fundamental difference of judgment between 
the East and the West, between the old Jew and the 
modern American (or Briton, on the whole), regard- 
ing this enormously important matter, 


Are We Wrong on the Voting Age? 


Is the East wholly wrong, and the West right? 
For my own part I have grown to recognize that the 
Eastern principle is right, and that we in Britain 
ought gradually to raise the age at which human 
beings are admitted to possession of the vote. I do 
not presume to judge about America, Men and women 
in America may be more precocious and capable of 
judging public matters at twenty-one than we slow- 
going and slow-growing people in Britain are ; but my 
experience in Scottish and English universities, after 
more than forty years of life in them, is that I have 
never known a student whom I would allow to vote 
regarding the commonwealth at the age of twenty-one, 
and I have known many who at thirty would frankly 
declare that at twenty-one they were ignorant fools. 

We must therefore recognize that old chronological 
methods in Bible lands were fundamentally different 
from ours, and that the difference was due largely to 
the fact that the Eastern view attempts to make growth 
in wisdom the essential unit of measure, whereas we 
look to mere lapse of time as the measure. ‘The East- 
ern attempt could not be successful in practise ; but 
such is the Oriental way. This might be illustrated 
at great length. The difficulty is to stop in the flood 
of illustrations that are at hand. The present writer 
has thought much, and written a good deal (as some 
maintain, too much) about chronological questions of 
ancient history, not biblical only but’ over a much 
wider area. The difficulties are very great, when we 
try to put ancient history into the rigid limits of our 
chronological methods ; and they are great because 
we are trying to express Oriental thought in terms of 
Western thought. The two are incommensurable : 
there is no measure that suits both perfectly. All 
honor to Professor Kyle for his clear and able state- 
ment in The Sunday School Times, 

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND, 
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How a Preacher Captured a Distinguished Judge 


And the pastor’s own story of his out-of-the-ordinary ** Junior Congregation ”’ is included in this page of the department 
on bringing home and church into close relationship, conducted for the Times by Frank L. Brown 





= 





HE attachment of the home and community to 
the church by the link of the child is nota 
theory with the Rev. Dr. James M. Farrar, 

pastor of the First Reformed Church of Brooklyn, 
N.Y, 

For twenty-five years Dr. Farrar has been demon- 
strating in a superb way through his celebrated 
‘‘Junior Congregation’’ that the pathway from the 
home and the parent to Christ and the Church is a 
very simple and direct one. He has for years been 
extracting nuggets from this church gold-mine, and 
the mine is open for all who will dig. 

Dr. Farrar made the discovery many years ago, in 
this way : There was a distinguished judge attending 
his services. He was not a Christian. Dr, Farrar 
aimed his sermons to capture this jurist. He labored 
to make his sermons intellectually impressive, The 
judge in due time joined the church, ‘The pastor, 
delighted with the result, endeavored through a 
friend to find out which of his sermons had pierced 
the armor of the judge’s defense. What was his sur- 
- prise to be informed that the shaft was in one of his 
talks to the children of the congregation. The judge, 
mind-weary from the week's work, was caught by the 
simple lesson in the children’s message. 

Dr. Farrar's book, ‘*A Junior Congregation "’ 
(Funk & Wagnalls, $1.20), is a treasury of a year’s 
talks to his juniors, bright, snappy talks brought into 
the realm of the young ‘life of to- day. 

In this junior church Dr, Farrar has gathered the 
children of his flock into a separate congregation. The 
boys are the ushers, trustees, and other officials of 
the organization, and are thus being effectively 
trained for the senior church attendance and duties 
later on. 

6 


Winning the Children by 
Grading the Church 


HE chief defect in the Sunday-school system is 
its lack of terminal facilities. In this respect it 
is like a railroad passing within a mile of the 

town, with only a switch on which an occasional train 
brings a few passengers. It is possible for children 
to enter the kindergarten and pass through every de- 
partment of the Sunday-school without coming into 
vital touch with the church. They occasionally see 
the pastor as he comes in to address the school, but 
in many instances he is known as a visitor to be tol- 
erated rather than a pastor to be loved. 

The responsibility for terminal facilities rests upon 
the church rather than upon the Sunday-school. We 
regret that ‘‘rests’’ is the descriptive word, and that 
the responsibility rests so lightly upon the church. 
Christ never intended that the church in her relation 
to the junior stage of character-building should be 
differentiated from the life and workin the home. In 
our home life the child life is our first consideration. 
The nursery has terminal facilities for every depart- 
ment of the home. In our church life the seniors are 
our first consideration, Alike in the seating and 
service of the church, the seniors alone are consid- 
ered. We advisedly use the word ‘‘alone’’ rather 
than ‘‘only.’’ The Sunday-school is the church 
nursery, but it does not open into the children’s church 
home. As a reason for this we are tempted to say 
there is no children’s church home. 

There is a remedy that is simple but not slothful, 
practical but not peculiar. Theremedy is to broaden 
the church service so as to include the Sunday-school 
line of junior character-building. A graded church 
is the best method of broadening its service. The 
children have need of and a right to the services of 
the church. The Sunday-school is equipped for in- 
struction rather than for inspiration. The church is 
a divine institution, and has an inspiration for the 
child that no other organization can give. ‘‘ Know 
ye not that I must be in my Father's house ?’’ is the 
conscious or unconscious assertion of every child. By 


a change of words not affecting the thought of Augus- 
tine we can say: **God has made the child for him- 
self, so that the child can find no rest save in him.”’ 
The child has a claim upon the church, and with this 

vantage-point in child-life the church faces her oppor- 
tunity and responsiblility. 


We must broaden the 





The Judge unwittingly taught Dr. Farrar the place children 
should have in the pastor's thought. For some years Frank 
L. Brown, Joint General Secretary of the World's Sunday 
School Association, has been conducting for The Sunday 
School Times a department designed to show how home, 
Sunday-school, and church can work together for winning 
both child and parent. 


One of the plans which Mr. Brown has presented several 
times in this department is that of combining the church and 
Sunday-school service. An article in the issue of August 14 
might well be read in connection with the brief article on the 
Combination Service that Mr. Brown includes on this page. 

The “ graded church” plan with its remarkable outwork- 
ing in Dr. Farrar’s church shows another way of making the 
problem of getting the children into the church a rich gold- 
mine of possibilities. 








church work so that the children will go either through 
the church into the Sunday-school or through the 
Sunday-school into the church. We have graded 
Sunday-schools; why not have graded churches? The 
home is graded, the Sunday-school is graded, the 
church is ungraded. A five-fold grading of the church 
is suggested. 

1. The physicaleguipment should be graded. There 
should be pews, or room for chairs, on which the 
children can sit and have their feet resting on the 
floor. Dangling feet put children to sleep at the wrong 
end. 

2. The service of worship should be graded. There 
is little, if any, part of the service in which the chil- 
dren can intelligently engage. The minister prays 
for the children, but seldom prays with them. He 
does not lift heir prayers to the throne of grace. 
Children require appropriate praise. At the morning 
service adults will sing without a smile, ‘‘ Now the 
day is ended,’’ but the children will laugh and not 
sing. Adults will listen to choir music and imagine 
the words; children can imagine the tune, but want 
the words. 

3. The sermon should be graded. In many in- 
stances the sermon is all meat and no milk. «+ Feed 
my lambs,’’ and ‘‘shepherd my sheep,’’ suggest a 
line of distinction between a sermon for juniors and 
preaching to adults. Dr. Talmage once said: ‘‘ Many 
of us pride ourselves in being ‘ gilt-edged,’ but when 
we go out to fulfil the Saviour’s command, ‘Feed my 
lambs,’ we look out chiefly for good fleeces."’ A 
lamb has no fleece, but it is growing one. A graded 
church has a place and food for the children, G. Stan- 
ley Hall says: ‘*To guide the souls of youth is the 
very highest test of all preaching.’’ It must, there- 
fore, require a special preparation which, unfortu- 
nately, is not found in the curricula of all of our 
theological seminaries. 

A short text, easily remembered, a brief sermon 
clearly stating the thought of the text, and an illumi- 
nating story in which to carry the text and thought, 
are the component parts of a junior sermon. The 
sermon should be carefully prepared and the story as 
carefully selected. There are ministers who claim 
that they cannot preach to children. Their claim is 
probably true. It is certain that unless a minister 
will give as much care and hard work to the prepara- 
tion of a sermon for the children as he gives to the 
preparation of a sermon for the seniors he will not 
succeed, 

4. The fastor should be graded. There is a sense 
in which the boy should never become a man. The 
boy can watch himself grow into manhood, and in 
some mysterious way remain a boy. The graded 
pastor as a man carries forward the work of the church, 
and he finds it a man’s job; but it is the boy in the 
man who fraternizes with the children of the church. 
Like the rings that tell the annual growth of a tree, 
the rings left by the growth of the man and pastor 
should encircle the annual growth of those with whom 
and for whom he ministers. How otherwise can he 
put himself in them place? The graded pastor as a 
boy, drawing upon his experience as a man, can most 
successfully preach to children. 


5. The congregation should be graded. The 


children should be as much a part of the organ- 
ized congregation as they are of the organized Sun- 
day-school. We cannot keep the children in the 
church without making them a part of the organiza- 
tion. The writer has found that the permanency of 
this church service for children is best secured by 
organization. The junior organization should be a 
counterpart of the senior organization. By way of 
illustration, if the seniors for any reason should be all 
absent for a year the church organization would be 
carried on by the juniors. The one exception would 
be the communion service. If the seniors continued 
their absence for a few years the juniors making a 
profession of their faith in Christ would become a 
senior congregation, Trained in all church work 
while members of the junior congregation, they would 
be prepared for all the duties and responsibilities of 
the senior congregation. 

In our church we have juniors passing each year 
into the senior congregation. They come equipped 
and well qualified for the larger service. On Sunday 
the juniors and seniors meet together and worship as 
one congregation. Previous to the sermon for the 
seniors the short sermon for the juniors is delivered. 
Then the juniors not yet in their teens have the 
privilege of retiring, while those in their teens have 
the privilege of remaining with the seniors. 

For many reasons it is not advisable fully to sepa- 
rate the junior and senior congregations, one reason 
being that the seniors would attend the junior service 
and neglect their own service. The seniors would 
not tolerate a junior sermon addressed to them, but 
when not expected to listen and receive they enjoy it 
and profit by it, Human nature is very much neg- 
lected in church work. Carry the lambs and the 
sheep will follow you. After more than a generation 
of work with and for the children in Sunday-school 
and church, I am persuaded that the junior congrega- 
tion of to-day will equip the church of to-morrow 
with young men and women, educated in church 
work, having the church habit, able and ready to work, 
—/James M. Farrar, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


¥ 
Enlisting Half the Village 


LIVE church and an active Sunday-school, and 
the growth of both services promoted by the 
combination of church and Sunday-school ser- 

vice, is the record of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
at Ashley, Ohio. 

The population of this village is 750. Of that num- 
ber 350, or nearly half, are enrolled in the Methodist 
Sunday-school. And this school has plans for reach- 
ing out into the country beyond the corporation 
limits. 

The ‘‘one service’’ plan for church and Sunday- 
school, Superintendent H. G. Ziegler reports, has 
brought about over one hundred percent increase in 
attendance. People do not come in and go out be- 
tween the church and Sunday-school. As Mr. Ziegler 
states, ‘‘ There is no between.”’ 

The ‘one service’’ program in detail is as follows : 


Sunday-school and church worship 9.30 
Class study ‘ 9.45 
Assembly of departments . + 10.20 
Special music ° ‘ ° ° 

Secretary’s report . ° ° : Fifteen 
Song by the school minutes 
Announcements by the pastor 

Pastor’s discourse . ° ° - 10.35 
Song and benediction . ° ° 11.00 


The pastor's message may be upon r~ Golden 
Text, an object sermon, or upon some theme under- 
stood by the children,—and of course appreciated by 
the older folks, —with a lesson for both. 

The school reaches out into the homes of the com- 
munity through a plan of regular monthly receptions. 
All are invited to these. Light refreshments are served 
and a good program given. 

The weekly teacher-training class of this school 
enrols twenty-four members. 

This aggressive superintendent puts business plan 
and energy into his school work, ties the school and 
church together through the intimate relation of this 
‘one service,"? and draws big dividends for the 
Kingdom, 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 26. THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW 


Golden Text: The king shall joy in thy strength, O Jehovah; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice !—Psalm 21 : 1 


——- 
— 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ESS than a ago a young African was crowned 
as king of Uganda. Henry M. Stanley forty 
years before challenged the Church of England 

to come to the aid of Uganda; and this was done. 
In the old heathen days, when a Uganda king was 
crowned, rival princes were slaughtered and hun- 
dreds of wayfarers were tortured and put to death in 
the belief that this would strengthen the king and 
lengthen his life. But last November the new mon- 
arch, young King David, was presented with a beau- 
tiful veg 4 of the Bible when he was crowned; he had 
already been invested with a robe, put on with the 
words, ‘‘ As you are now clothed in this royal robe, 
may the pa your God endue you with knowledge 
and a wisdom and power from on high.” It was a 
Christian coronation, and the vast audience sang the 
Te Deum in the native tongue. You wil] find a 
fuller account of this wonderful coronation in Profes- 
sor Beach’s ‘t Missionary Watch-Tower’’ on page 524 
in this issue. It is a most striking present-day com- 
mentary on the review topic ‘‘ Obedience and King- 
ship,” and the quarter’s lessons, as well as on the 
72d Psalm. 


Our Background Material 

Bible study by whole books is revolutionizing the 
Bible interest of so many people that we must keep 
its privilege constantly before our classes. 

The importance of book study of the Bible, and 
why we are uncertain and confused in our Bible 
knowledge because of the lack of it, is discussed by 
Mrs. Baldwin. (1, 2) 

Can the class ‘think through” 1 Kings without 
opening their Bibles? And 2 Samuel (the first les- 
son of this quarter concluded that book)? Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas’ outline of 2 Samuel (in the Times of 
May 8) was as follows: 

1. David’s reign over Judah (chapters 1 to 4). 

2. David's reign over all Israel (5 to 21). (1) His 
glory (1 to 10). (2) His fall (11 to 20). 

3. Appendix (21 to 24). 

The seven most conspicuous leaders in Israel’s life 
in 2 Samuel may be noted as: David, Ishbosheth, 
Joab, Abner, Absalom, Amasa, Sheba. 

The book of 1 Kings is outlined clearly and simply 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas, Section I, in this issue, ‘‘A 
Review by Books.” ‘The teacher can readily master 
this outline before coming to class, and then help the 
class to do so. 

What three lines of teaching have been noted as in 
the Old ‘Testament? (1) The Divine Plan of Re- 
demption, given to the world through Israel, in the 
first five books, known as the Pentateuch. (2) The 
National Life of Israel, recorded in the historical 
books. (3) The Deepening and Development of 
Israel’s Religion, in the devotional books and the 
Prophets. 

Again, Israel’s history is found in nine books 
(counting each pair of the books of Samuel, Kings, 
and Chronicles as one book), which fall into three 
groups of three books each, and each group dealing 
with a period: the Theocracy,—Joshua, Judges, Ruth; 
the Monarchy,—Samuel, Kings, Chronicles; the Cap- 
tivity,—Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. 


The Review Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

No one teacher should attempt to use all the review 
suggestions made in this and other lesson articles in 
this issue of the Times, but should take from them 
those that seem best adapted to one’s own class. 

Let the class show what men or women during the 
quarter's lessons were failures, and briefly state why 
in each case, other members correcting or adding to 
the statements that are made. 

In the same way discuss the men or women of the 
quarter’s lessons who were, on the whole, people 
*‘ after God’s own heart,” briefly stating why. 

What men during the quarter’s lessons tried to get 
what God wanted to give them, but would not take 
it in God’s way? For example, Solomon, in the later 
years of his life, seeking what he mistakenly thought 
was joy and pleasure. Rehoboam, trying to hold by 
force a kingdom that should have been held by love; 
and by confidence in himself instead of confidence in 
God. Jeroboam, trusting in idols and in his own 
pone instead of trusting in God and in God’s plans; 

is deliberate refusal to believe that God meant what 
he said when (1 Kings 11 : 38) he promised to estab- 
lish Jeroboam if he would do God’s will. Ahab, after 
God had freely given him two victories over Benha- 
dad, altered God's plan and tried to improve upon it, 





Lesson Calendar for the Third Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter: The king shall joy in thy strength, O 


Jehovah ; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice !—Psalm 
33 3%. 
1. July 4.—Absalom’s Failure. ........00. 2 Sam. 18 : 1-15 
Golden Text: Eph. 6: 1. 
2. July 11.—Solomon Anointed King. . .. . 1 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
Golden Text : 1 Chron. 28 : 9. 
3- July 18.—Solomon Chooses Wisdom ......, 1 Kings 3 : 4-15 


Golden Text : Prov. 9: 10. 
4- July 25.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple . . 
Golden Text : Isa. 56: 7. 
5. August 1.—The Queen of Sheba Visits 
OUND 6 oe a dk arane ne <6 4 1 Kings 10 : 1-10, 13 
olden Text : Prov. 8: 11. 
. August 8.—The Kingdom Torn Asunder . . 
Golden Text: Prov. 16 : 18. 
. August 15.—Jeroboam Leads Israel into Sin. . x Kings 12 : 25-33 
Golden Text : Exod, 20: 4, 5a. 
. August 22.—Asa’s Good Reign .... .. . 2 Chron. 15: 1-15 
Golden ‘Text: Jas. 4: 8. 
August 29.—God’s Care of Elijah ....... 1 Kings 17 : 1-16 
Golden Text: 1 Pet. 5: 7. 
10. September 5.—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal . 1 Kings 18 : 16-40 
Golden Text: Prov. 15 : 29. 
. September 12.—Elijah’s Flight and Return... .. . 1 Kings 19 
Golden Text; Psa. 46: 10. 
12. September 19.—Defeat through Drunkenness (Tem- 
ee eae 1 Kings 20 : 1-21 
Golden Text: Hos. 4: 11. 
13. September 26.—Review: Obedience and Kingship . Read Psa. 72 
Golden Text: Psa, 21 : 1. 


. 1 Kings 8 : 1-53 


a 


. . x Kings 12 : 1-24 


on, 
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making a covenant with Benhadad instead of uncom- 
promisingly refusing to trust him in any way because 
an enemy of God. 

Illuminating points on the biographies of leading 
characters in the quarter are given in Dr. Griffith 
Thomas’ Section II, ** Review by Biography.” Mrs. 
Bryner shows clearly how leading characters in the 
lessons honored or dishonored God, with resulting 
blessing or disaster. 

A fundamental difference between the good men 
and the bad men, which the class can readily grasp, 
is given by Mr. Rogers (3). 

After the class study and discussion of the better 
and worse characters of the quarter, call for opinions 
as to who is the best character in the quarter's les- 
sons, and why; and who is the worst character, and 
why. A little debating in the class, with honest dif- 
ferences of opinion and thoughtful reasons, may be 
worth while. 

A review ‘‘ game,” which almost any class will en- 
joy and profit by, is described by Mr. Rogers (1-2). 

Ask the class whether there is any evidence in the 
quarter’s lessons that God wanted his Chosen People 
to have a good time in this life. The teacher can 
readily note in advance several passages from the 
lessons that abundantly show this. 

Was it possible for the people to make sure of hav- 
ing a good time? Yes; unless God’s word was un- 
true. Such a passage as 1 Kings 9: 4-9 shows this. 
Solomon’s experience when he was serving God 
whole-heartedly is a wonderful proof of it. So is 
what God did for Asa and Judah when they ‘‘ sought 
him with their whole desire ” (2 Chron. 15:15). The 
wonderful commission to Joshua, and through him to 
the people, in Joshua 1, is another of God’s plain 
statements of the successful, happy time that he 
wanted his people to have. But they did not always 
have it. And why? Because, like the man in the 
Round-Table Illustration (1), they were making God 
— a constitutional sovereign and not an absolute 

ord. 

‘Obedience and Kingship,” the review title, tells 
the secret. If we want to be reigning kings with all 
the possessions and power and joy that God intends 
true kings to have, the life of obedience is the secret 
and guarantee. For kings must obey, as the Emperor 
William once learned (Round-Table, 2). But suppose 
we try to obey, and want to obey, and continually 
find to our distress and discouragement that we can- 
not obey, because the power of sin is so strong in our 
lives? What then? Was not that Israel’s trouble ? 
Has it not been the trouble with mankind since the 
first sin was committed? Yes; but there is a way 
out, even here. It is shown in the next paragraph. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


It has been suggested that the land of Canaan, the 
Promised Land, is the Old Testament type, not of 
heaven, but of the Christian life into which people 
enter in this world. And all Christians can and do 
choose whether they will, after they have entered 
into the Christian life of the Promised Land, possess 
all their possessions as God intended Israel to possess 
Canaan in complete dominion and prosperity, or just 
live on there a partial life, sometimes ruling and 
sometimes defeated, never completely victorious. 
Christians can live defeated lives even after they are 


Christians. Israel was often a defeated people even 
after she had entered into her Promised Land. 

During this entire third quarter's lessons Israe, 
could have been the reigning people of the worldl 
with glories exceeding those of Solomon's reign, had 
they been trusting God and receiving from him all 
that he lcnged to give them. Just there isthe secret 
of obedience: trust. We cannot obey God in our 
own strength; but if we trust him to give us the 
supernatural strength to obey, he will.’ hy obedi- 
ence, or surrender, is but half of the life that God 
would have us live is shown by Mrs. Baldwin (9). 
Faith is the other half, and the larger half; because 
what God does for us is always more than we can do 
for him. 

Every failure in the quarter’s lessons can be traced 
to the fundamental failure of unwillingness to trust 
God and receive from him all that he was offering. 
Every real blessing in lives during that quarter, as to- 
day. can be traced to willingness to trust and receive. 

The Seventy-second Psalm begins with the words 
‘*Give...O God.” Our kingship is a gift from 
God. We do not obey in order to be kings, but we 
obey because he has, in Christ, made us kings. It is 
his grace, not our works, that is the guaranty and 
secret of both our obedience and our kingship. Had 
Israel trusted God fully he would have empowered 
them to serve him acceptably: and then what a won- 
derful experience of power and joy would have been 
their life! God is longing to give, give, give any- 
thing and everything that his people need, if only 
they will Ze¢ him give them all that his heart offers 
and that their needs require. Then indeed can they 
rejoice in obedience, and as kings reign with Christ 
in this life (Rom. 5 : 17). 


Be sure to note what Dr. Griffith Thomas (IV, 3) 
points out as to the Seventy-second Psalm; how, 
while it is regarded as expressing David's mind and 
purpose for Solomon, its complete fulfilment was im- 
possible in Solomon, and it points forward to Christ 
and his millennial kingdom. 

Therefore the wonders of that Psalm have never 
yet been fulfilled, and never will be until our Lord 
comes again to this earth. 

As we read it with Isaiah 11, we see that the moun- 
tain peak of Israel’s glory in Solomon's reign is only 
a molehill as compared with the mountain peak that 
is yet God’s plan for Israel on this earth. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. ] 
Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard (1 Kings 21). 

If aman wanted a certain piece of property that 
you owned, and offered you in return for it a better 
piece of property, or if you didn’t want that the worth 
of it in money, and he refused to make any deal, 
what would you think of him? Moreover, what 
would you do about it? Exactly that situation led 
to the culminating crime of Ahab’s life. He got what 
he was atter,—and a good deal more. 


Why would not Naboth part with his vineyard ? 

What is there in Jezebel to admire ? 

Why does God let good men unjustly suffer ? 

How can a man who seems like our worst enemy be our 
best friend ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Mastering the Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





EVIEW Sunday should include three things: a 
retrospect of the lessons of the quarter; a ref- 
etition of the main facts; a reminder of the 

chief truths. This threefold requirement should be 
constantly kept in view, and there are several ways 
of accomplishing our purpose in these lessons. 


I. A Review by Books 

Omitting Lessons 1 and 8, the rest of the quarter’s 
subjects are taken from the First Book of Kings, and 
as there is only one more lesson to be taken from 
that part of Scripture (Lesson 1, Fourth Quarter), a 
good opportunity is afforded of studying the book as 
a whole and getting a general idea of its contents. 
As God has given us the Bible in the form of sixty- 
six books, this method of study should always be 
prominent. Kings is not difficult, because it is 
mainly concerned with the record of men’s lives. 


1. General Division.—(1) Solomon: The United 
Kingdom (chaps. 1-11). (2) Solomon’s Suc- 
cessors: The Divided Kingdom (chaps. 12-22). 
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2. fuller Analysis.—(1) The Reign of Solomon 
(1-11), (a) Glory (1-10. (6) Gloom (11). (2) 
‘The Two Kingdoms (12-22). (@) The Division 
(12-16): Rehoboam to Asa (Judah); and Jero- 
boam to Ahab (Israel). Insert here Lesson 8 
(2 Chron. 15). (4) ‘he Life and Time of Elijah 
(17-22). 


Along these main lines the material can be still 
further analyzed into detail under the guidance of 
Lumby on 1 Kings in the Cambridge Bible for 
Schools (Doran, 50 cents each). But care must be 
taken to get a clear, general idea, and not to lose 
sight of the main divisions, as above, in the multi- 
plicity of details about each character. 


Il. A Review by Biography 

‘hese chapters are full of life, and as lessons from 
life are usually more interesting and impressive 
than those drawn merely from principles, the method 
of review by biography will be of special value. 
Each character and each section will yield its own 
particular truth. 


1. Lessons 2 to 5.—Solomon. Lesson 2, honor; 3, 

wisdom; 4, piety; 5, glory. 

N. B.—For a full record of Solomon, note should be 
made of his decay and fall (chap. 11), and with it 
the unutterable sadness attaching to the sin and 
failure of so gifted and honored a man. 

2. Lesson 6.—Rehoboam. Weakness and wilfulness. 

3. Lesson 7.—Jeroboam. Craftiness and wicked- 

ness. 

4. Lesson 8.—Asa. Goodness and earnestness. 

5. Lessons g-it.—Elijah. Lesson 9g, Trustfulness 
and faithfulness; ro, fearlessness and nobleness. 
II, nervousness and unfaithfulness. 

Lesson 12.—Benhadad. Boastfulness and drunk- 
enness. 


Ss 


In all these records we see in contrast the supreme 
secret of true life in loyalty to God. Failure marks 
disloyalty; blessing and power come with faithful- 
ness. 

For many, perhaps for most, scholars a vivid im- 
pression of these six outstanding characters will be 
the best way of review. In addition, if time allows, 
reference could be made to Obadiah, Ahab, and 
Jezebel, but the last two can be considered next 
quarter. 


II. A Review by Lessons 

For those who take the lessons as they stand it 
may be well to link them together by means of the 
title of Review Sunday, ‘‘ Obedience and Kingship,” 
and see how obedience is illustrated or emphasized 
in each. 


Lesson 2.—Obedience required. 
Lesson 3.—Obedience sought. 
Lesson 4.—Obedience recognized. 
Lesson 5.—Obedience praised. 
Lesson 6.—Obedience neglected. 
Lesson 7.—Obedience rejected. 
Lesson 8.—Obedience illustrated. 
Lesson 9.—Obedience honored. 


Lesson 10.—Obedience demanded. 
Lesson 11.—Obedience emphasized. 
Lesson 12.—QObedience vindicated. 


N. B.—If Lesson 1 is included, it will be Obedience 
refused. 

‘The one theme of obedience thus runs through all 
the subjects. 


IV. Central Truths 

1. The psalm to be read (72) is usually regarded 
as the expression of David’s mind and purpose for 
Solomon. A father’s prayer. It is one of two with 
Solomon's name (127). (1) 

(1) Think of it personally, and note how far it was 
true of Solomon. 


(a) A righteous king (vs. 1-7). 

(6) A mighty king (vs. 8-11). 

(c) A gracious king (vs. 12-14). 

(¢) An everlasting king (vs. 15-17). 


(2) Then note how impossible was the complete 
fulfilment in Solomon. It points forward to Christ 
and his millennial kingdom. It has never yet been 
fulfilled, and never will be, till he comes. Read with 
it Isaiah 11. 

2. The Golden Text gives three elements of true 
life for the king of old and for all of us to-day. (1) 
Salvation (‘‘thy salvation”); (2) strength (‘thy 
strength "); (3) song (‘‘joy”; ‘‘ rejoice”). This is 
the order of experience, and when they are true of 
us we know what life really is. See the same three 
in Isaiah 12: 2. Observe their presence or absence 
in these lessons, and note that only as we experience 
and enjoy them can we be truly obedient as well as 
**kings” to God (Rev. 1 : 6; 3: 21). 

WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 
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** How to Speak Effectively Without Notes."" By Robert 
E. Speer. A clear, brief, practical address by one of the 
strongest, most experienced public speakers of our time. 20 
cents. Coptes may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1034 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Absalom’s Failure (2 Sam. 18 : 1-15). 
Every man should be both king and father, after the 
divine example. Beware the mule. Not his kick but 
his trot. ‘The young Hebrew who is worth knowing. 
Too smart for cute old Joab. Named after the cen- 
turies, Ben Heman, reliable and faithful. Afterward 
of Joab’s bodyguard and promoted by Solomon. 
Moral, faithful to the King faithful everywhere. 


Lesson 2.—Solomon Anointed King (1 Kings 1 : 1 to 
2:12). Blessed is the boy who knows how to appre- 
ciate his mother and helps her enthrone himself. 
David knew God's will and he did it. Do you, and 
do you do it in the Johnny-on-the-spot way? To 
drive badness out pour goodness in, It is a life fail- 
ure if the son is not an improvement upon the father. 
Think of ** Johnny Bull” trying to do business on the 
rails with a Mogul. And to think of you being a 
king! 

Lesson 3.—Solomon Chooses Wisdom (1 Kings 3 : 
4-15). Every man can have just what he wants in 
this world. If he goes after it. What else beside 
‘ball are you ‘tup on”? Get the understanding 
heart which is to be had merely for the asking. Mr. 
Heinz's specification for a private secretary. Could 
you have filled it? Can you fill another like it? 
Why not get the goods ? The most fun in life is to 
be had when a man is a good, rich old fellow and can 
spend the riches to help folks. 


Lesson 4.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple (1 Kings 
8: 1-53). When the ‘told man” is a genuine doing- 
good Christian, working the Golden Rule day by day, 
he is always a hero to his workmen. ‘They will die 
for him. All-hearted, Whole-hearted, let everybody 
sing. One of the best things about goodness is that 
dad hands it down to Jack. God is on earth walking 
with those friends who will ask him to go along. But 
he cannot go along if you are not on speaking terms 
with all the other pilgrims you meet. 


Lesson 5.—The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon (1 
Kings 10: 1-10, 13). ‘Ilo this smart woman from the 
South there was no fame apart from the ‘‘ name of 
the Lord.” She took that name home with her, and 
Abyssinia has had the Name ever since. But Queen 
Maked@a did not believe all she read in the Sheba 
Times. She saw, and then she believed. You see 
but you do not believe, or you would take that Name 
home with you. Solomon's reign was Israel's Golden 
Age. Which reign is America’s ? 


Lesson 6.—The Kingdom Torn Asunder (1 Kings 12: 
1-24). An evening with the vice-president of the 
world's greatest republic. It was a plea for religion 
from the next to the head. The old man always on 
the throne as ** Chairman of the Board.” Godliness 
and kingliness (which is kindliness) president and 
vice-president by whom America will stand forever. 
God's plan for ditching wickedness. And the solu- 
tion of a very troublesome but simple question. 


Lesson 7.—Jeroboam Leads Israel into Sin (1 Kings 
12: 25-33). Jeroboam seems to have been an inside 
man. It is where he did his talking and where he 
got his religion, Jeroboam missed his opportunity. 
He had only to swing back to the David style of talk- 
ing to God with the God heart to have been a great 


ruler. A ‘* wide open” town has never been a suc- 
cess. Nor a ‘* wide open” nation. The priesthood 


is only for the Levites, the called ones. 


Any other 
way means failure. 


Beware ‘‘ the sin of Jeroboam.” 


Lesson 8.—Asa’s Good Reign (2 Chron. 15: 1-15). 
God is the only person who is always sure to be with 
you—whether you are with him or not. No man or 
nation ever turned to God but there he was right there 
with them. Real strength and the firm hand come 
only with Godliness. Asthe Methodist preacher said, 
‘* Nothing wrong can be strong.”’ ‘* They fell tohim” 
was not slang but verse nine. And when the world 
sees God is with you it will ‘‘ fall to you” too. Then 
we closed with a little peep at that great day when 
He comes. 


Lesson 9.—God’s Care of Elijah (1 Kings 17 : 1-16). 
God’s moves are always for the purpose of salvation. 
He thirsts to save. Catastrophes bring men to their 
knees. ‘The way to success lies down by the drying 
brook, and it is this rough way our best men have 
come. He went and did. ‘That was the secret of 
Elijah—and you. ‘The big-hearted poor, where the 
latchstring is always out and a plate is always on. 
‘The bottomless barrel and the stopperless bottle, wed- 
ding presents for every young couple. 


Lesson to.—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal (1 Kings 
18 : 16-40). The most exciting match of history. One 
lone man against a nation. Who won in the last in- 
ning, the prophet or the queen? Those speaking 
stones. What do you do at the time of the evening 
sacrifice? Just eat and thank nobody? And then 
wonder why the road is so rough and the going so 
hard? Then we hada little glimpse of Meadowbrook, 
where live Aunt Sally and Uncle Billy. Poor Eli- 
jah, the miracle didn’t turn them. 
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Lesson 11.—Elijah’s Flight and Return (1 Kings 19). 
The most ignominious failure in the Old Testament, 
Oh, if we could only have had Jezebel on our side! 


All men are ignominious failures. ‘That is why God 
had to sacrifice his Son. We move and have our being 
in a world full of angels. ‘That is, we Sunday-school 
folks do. ‘They keep us out of trouble, pull us out of 
trouble, hold us up in trouble. Good goers and good 
livers is a religious combination. 


Lesson 12.—Defeat through Drunkenness (1 Kings 
20; 1-21), When you can keep a Scotchman sober 
he begins to get rich—because Sandy is naturally re- 
ligious. Which means heisa friend of God. I believe 
if we could keep all America sober there would be 
no poverty. But Ben Barleycorn ‘‘ eats 'em alive, he 
eats ’em alive!’’ But nobody has any trouble teach- 
ing a temperance lesson, and last Sunday we discovy- 
ered the hellishness of the whole rum business. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent Stamp, 


Awakened.— 7%y sa/vation (Golden Text). Doctor 
Brown smiled gently as he heard the boy talk. 
‘* Did you ever hear,” he asked, ‘‘of the woman who 
meant to take a dose of quinine, but swallowed a 
large dose of morphine instead? Her appearance 
soon became so alarming that a physician was called. 
He tried to rouse her from the lethargy in which she 
lay. ‘If only I could go to sleep, I'd be all right,’ 
she drowsily insisted. ‘Unless she is roused, she 
will die,’ the physician answered—which is an al- 
legory. How often in life we face the same danger ! 
We cry, ‘I want life to be easier!’ ‘If only I didn't 
have this unending financial strain!’ ‘If only I were 
not compelled to work sodoggedly!’ ‘If only I were 
relieved of this anxiety and that burden!’ which is 
our way of saying, ‘If only I could sleep, I'd be all 
right!’ But the Great Physician sees our need more 
clearly. Our souls are wakened and we really live. 
The Great Physician has saved us.”"— From The 
Youth's Companion. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 


What Salvation Means.— 7/%¢ hing shall joy in thy 
strength, O Jehovah, and in thy salvation how 
greatly shall he rejoice (Golden Text). Billy 
Sunday says: One day in Chicago I stood in front 
of a bank. Up dashed an auto—I suppose it cost 
$10,000 or $15,000—a magnificent French car. Out 
stepped a frail sort of man, a large, fair head, taper- 
ing chin, large, lustrous blue eyes set apart in that 
intelligent forehead, straight nose. I said, ‘‘ Whois 
that?” ‘They said, ‘That is J. Ogden Armour. He 
is head of the pork-packing trust." In he walked. 
I stood and looked. I saw a frail, weak young fel- 
low that looked as though he might fall with the 
winter's blasts as they swished around the corner of 
one of our huge skyscrapers. I said, ‘‘ Who is that 
young fellow?” ‘*’That is Marshall Field, Jr. That 
is the son of the merchant prince, heir to $155,000,- 
ooo."" Down the street went a man, corpulent, 
weighing 300 pounds, heavy of jowl, heavy of frame. 
I said, ‘‘Who is that?” ‘That is Stephen A. 
Douglas, Jr., son of the great opponent of Abraham 
Lincoln. One of the keenest men in the United 
States Senate.” I looked and saw a keen-looking 
man with Van Dyke beard, lustrous eyes, dressed in 
the height of fashion ; a man you would turn to look 
at as he walked the street. I said, ‘‘ Who is that?” 
‘*That is Robert T. Lincoln, son of Abraham Lin- 
coln.” Would it not be great to be a son of a great 
man? Great, yes, but I stand here an heir to the 
kingdom of God. I’mason of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ.—/rom Billy Sunday, in the North 
i Sent by W./. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, 


When Christ is Lord.—7he king shall joy in thy 
strength, O Jehovah; and in thy salvation how 
greatly shall he rejoice / (Golden Text). ‘*I remem- 
ber,” says the Rev. G. W. Moore in one of his books, ** at 
one of our testimony meetings a man got up and said 
he had got a great blessing at Keswick. ‘They asked 
him, ‘What can you say about it?’ ‘ Well,’ he re- 
plied, ‘I can say this: I was a Christian before I 
came to Keswick; Christ was my king; but I am 
afraid he was a constitutional sovereign, and I was 
prime minister. Now he is absolute Lord, and that 
has made all the difference in my life and brought a 
blessing.’"—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Herne Hill, 
London, Eng. The prize for this weeh is awarded 
to this tllustration. (1) 


The Mohammedan’s Light.—/x ‘hy salvation how 
greatly shall he rejoice (Golden Text). A poor Mo- 
hammedan was brought to a mission hospital, and 
was veryill. She had heard about the magic lantern 
pictures of the Life of our Lord and expressed a wish 
to see them. She had her wish gratified, as the 
pictures were shown in the ward where she lay. 
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When the climax was reached with the picture of the 
crucifixion, she exclaimed, ‘*See, all is dark, the 
whole world is in darkness, and all the light is com- 
ing from Jesus—he is the Light of the World”; and 
her own face shone with delight, and seemed trans- 
figured with the light in her soul. ‘‘ Death is no 
longer dark to me,” she said, and soon she passed 
away.—From the Church Monthly, Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 


A King’s Obedience.—As the imperial yacht Hohen- 
zollern was entering a Norwegian port, the Kaiser, 
impatient at the vessel’s slowness of speed, himself 
rang the bell indicating ‘Increase speed.’’ To the 
Kaiser’s amazement the Norwegian pilot, an old sea- 
dog named Nordhuns, rushed to the telephone and 
cried to the engine-room, ‘t Slow down; take no notice 
of the bell.” The Kaiser looked at the man who 
dared thus to speak in his presence, and said to the 
pilot, ‘‘Go and put yourself under arrest.” ‘‘I shall 
not leave this place,” replied the old man firmly; 
‘the ship is under my guidance, and I take orders 
from nobody, not even an emperor.” The officers 
looked on in silence, for they knew that the pilot had 
the nautical laws and regulations in his favor. Great 
was their surprise when they saw the emperor quit 
the bridge, leaving the pilot alone. The next day 
the Kaiser, who had recovered his good humor, deco- 
rated the old sailor, and named him his ‘‘ official pilot 
in Norwegian waters.” The old sea-dog knew the 
waters better than the emperor did, and he knew the 
danger there was in an increased speed. There was 
one hero in olden times that often defied the king for 
conscience’s sake, and was decorated and rewarded 
afterward for his moral courage (Dan. 6: 13).—/rom 
the Christian Herald. Sent by the Rev. T. /. 
Gaehr, Ph. D., Camden, Ohio. (2) 


Why He Rejoiced.—7%e king shall joy in thy 
strength, O Jehovah ; and in thy salvation how 
greatly shall he rejoice / (Golden Text.) I recalla 
humble hero, unknown to fame, who had all the stuff 
that martyrs are made of. ‘The headman of his vil- 
lage, often elected to the local assembly of his pre- 
fecture, and a man of influence in his locality; sub- 
jected at one time to petty persecution on account of 
his faith, and once openly attacked with violence, his 
name was placarded on the fences and walks and 
telegraph poles of the whole countryside as ‘‘ traitor,” 
because he had abandoned his ancestral faith. 
‘* Tsuchida, the Christian traitor,” was the formula. 
Asking him one day how such advertising affected 
him, he replied, with tears in his eyes, that he never 
‘saw his own name thus coupled with-that of his Lord, 
but he felt himself most unworthy of the honor; but 
if his neighbors had seen anything in him to suggest 
that those names should go together, he could only 

. Tejoice, and thank God that he had been permitted to 
bear the testimony.—From ‘' The Last Call for 
Japan,” by Horatio B. Newell, D.D. Sent by 
£. H. Brown, Benzonia, Mich. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


QUESTIONS FOR A WRITTEN REVIEW 
(To be dictated by the superintendent.) 


. What was Absalom’s real failure ? 
. Describe briefly the anointing of Solomon. 
. What gift from God did Solomon choose ? 
. What lesson in this quarter has interested you 
most? Why? 

5. What led the Queen of Sheba to visit Solomon, 
and what did she say about what she saw ? 

6. What was the cause of the revolt against Reho- 
boam ? 

7. In what way did Jeroboam cause Israel to sin ? 

8. How did God show his care for Elijah ? 

9. Describe the contest between Elijah and the 
prophets of Baal. 

10. Why did Elijah flee after his victory was 
gained, and what led him to return ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
’ 


salm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


** All hail the power of Jesus’ name.*’ Psalm 72 : 1-19 
** I'm a subject of the King of kings."’ (144 : 1-5). 
** I walk with the King.”’ Psalm 2i : I-13 
** Jesus shall reign where’ er the sun."" (38 : 1-4). 
*O worship the King, all-glorious Psalm 24 : 1-10 

above."’ (49 : 1-3). 
** Rejoice, the Lord is King.” Psalm 2 ; 1-12 (4 : 1-4). 
** Trust and obey."’ Psalm 68 ; 16, 31-35 
* Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ (136: 1, 2). 
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Superintendents will be interested in a little 
book, ‘A Prayer Before the Lesson,” by Philip E. 
Howard, containing nearly one hundred and fifty 
brief prayers. The price is fifty cents postpaid 
from The Sunday School Times Company. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


N PLANNING a review, a general theme should 
be chosen within the comprehension of children, 
The Golden Text should present a truth which 

they need. They do need to learn that honor and 
obedience belong to God and to their parents. Not 
one child has been mentioned by name in the Scrip- 
ture lessons of the entire quarter. ‘The characters 
and experiences are adult. 

The general theme for the review may be: God 
honors those who obey and honorhim. It is possible, 
in recalling briefly each story, to contrast the men 
who honored or dishonored God. Substitute for the 
Golden ‘Text a verse more nearly within a child's un- 
derstanding, 1 Samuel 2 : 30: ‘* Them that honor me 
I will honor,” and make that one point plain. 

Use appropriate pictures and songs as needed. 

Review Story.—King David had many sons. They 
were different in the way they treated their father 
and his God. 

Prince Absalom was very handsome and a favorite. 
As his father, King David, grew old, Absalom planned 
to be king in his father’s place. He gathered friends 
to crown him. When David heard about it, he left 
his palace and went a long way across the Jordan 
River. Absalom followed,—there was a battle in the 
woods. 

As Absalom rode under the trees, his head caught 
in the branches. His mule walked on and left Ab- 
salom hanging until a soldier killed him with darts. 
King David grieved for him, although Absalom had 
not honored nor obeyed his father nor his God. God's 
word teaches, ‘‘ Honor thy father and thy mother,” 
** Children, obey your parents.” Absalom had built 
a fine monument to honor his own name. He was 
not buried there, but was dishonored by his burial 
under a heap of stones in the forest. 

Prince Solomon was different. Because he hon- 
ored King David, his father and his father’s God, he 
was crowned king. When he rode on King David's 
mule there was no accident. The people honored 
him and shouted, God save King Solomon. God 
honored him and promised to give whatever he might 
wish. Because he chose wisdom, God added riches 
and honor. ‘* Them that honor me I will honor.” 

Solomon honored God and his father’s wish by 
building a beautiful temple of marble, cedar-wood, 
gold and silver, with wonderful curtains and furni- 
ture. God was pleased with that first temple, as he 
is pleased with every church that honors his name. 
God said, ‘‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all peoples.” Mention your own church. 

What beautiful queen honored Solomon with a 
visit and many gifts? When the Queen of Sheba 
had seen Solomon’s wonderful palace and the beauti- 
ful temple, she honored Solomon’s God too, and said: 
The half was not told me; blessed be the Lord thy 
God. 

Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, was too proud to honor 
the good advice of his father’s friends, so he lost 
more than half of his kingdom. ‘The peopleof Israel 
dishonored him, and refused himas king. ‘The king- 
dom was divided. 

Jeroboam was chosen king of Israel, but he dis- 
honored God by making and setting up two golden 
calves as idols to be worshiped. He broke God’s 
commands: Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me; thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im- 
age. Much trouble and dishonor came to Jeroboam 
and his people. 

Good King Asa honored God by destroying the 
idols; so God honored Asa by giving peace to his 
country most of the time while he was king. God 
promised: ‘‘ Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you.” 

When Ahab was king of Israel, he was surprised 
one day by a strange-looking messenger, God’s 
prophet, Elijah, who said there should be no dew nor 
rain foralong, longtime. Because Elijah obeyed God, 
God cared for him by the brook and in the widow’s 
home. ‘‘ Hecareth for you.” Sing, ‘‘ How strong and 
sweet my Father's care.” 

There was a conteston Mt. Carmel between Ahab’s 
prophets, who dishonored God by worshiping the 
great idol Baal, and Elijah, who honored the true 
God by prayer. God answered by fire upon Elijah’s 
altar and by sending the rain which Elijah prayed 
for. One time Elijah became so lonesome, tired, and 
discouraged that he wanted to die. Among the 
rocks and caves Elijah watched the mighty wind as 
it broke the rocks; he felt the earthquake shock; he 
saw the lightning and fire from heaven; then came a 
calm, and in the quiet stillness Elijah heard God’s 
voice, What doest thou here? They had a quiet talk. 
God encouraged Elijah to go back to his work, and 
promised a new friend to be with him. Elijah obeyed. 
As he returned, he found his new friend plowing with 
oxen in a field. 

Every prophet and king who honored God was 
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honored by him. ‘Those who disobyed were dishon- 
ored. Benhadad, a strong king, dishonored himself 
and God by drinking with thirty-two kings who 
joined with his army. They lost the battle. 

Last summer a band of eighty boys called them- 
selves the Honor Brigade. Would you like to belong ? 

Hand-work.—Draw a crown, and put on it the 
name of the king you like best in all these stories. 
Write ‘* Honor God” above the crown. 

Cnicaco, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


ERHAPS one of the greatest failures in our teach- 
ing is that only the few verses chosen for the 
lesson each week are taught. Our pupils get 

but disconnected bits. ‘They should see the picture 
first as a whole, then in detail. One teaching geo- 
graphy will first show the globe, then study the 
hemispheres, continents, states, and then the cities 
and rivers of these states. But we in our Bible teach- 
ing, I fear, usually begin with the rivers and cities. 
Little wonder that our pupils are confused, for how 
many of them can tell where David or Daniel belongs 
in Israel’s history ? (1) 

The best en to acquire this is to read repeatedly 
the entire book in which the lesson is found. Let 
both teacher and pupil do this. If the pupil will not, 
let the teacher present the facts so interestingly that 
the girls will want to know for themselves. As each 
lesson is taught, be sure to show its relation to the 
series. The review is our opportunity to group all 
the lessons together, fitting the details into the 
whole, and catching a bird’s-eye view of the most 
essential facts and truths. (2) 

Recall that God’s first dealing with his people was 
direct, God himself the ruler. Then came the judges, 
followed by the kings. The Israelites bad taken 
their eyes away from God, and were following their 
heathen neighbors. ‘These neighbors had kings. In 
order to be like their neighbors, they coaxed and 
coaxed God for a king torule over them. God told 
them it was not best, but being unable to dissuade 
them he at length granted their request. 

Draw on the blackboard a straight line with the 
names of Saul, David and Solomon written across it. 
Then have the line branch out into two parts to indi- 
cate the divided kingdom,—marking the upper leg 
,Israel. (northern) and the lower Judah (southern). 
The names of Jeroboam and Ahab may be written 
on Israel's line and Rehoboam and Asa on Judah’s. 

Our lessons begin while Davidis yet king. Know- 
ing that David was growing old Absalom attempts, 
but with failure, to snatch the throne from his father 
(Lesson 1). Who was the choice of both God and 
David as David’s successor? (Lesson 2.) What 
proof of fitness for the kingship did Solomon reveal ? 
(Lesson 3.) What great public tribute was paid God 
during Solomon’s reign? (Lesson 4.) 

What eminent visitor from abroad paid Solomon a 
visit? Why did she come? (Lesson 5.) Why did 
the people quarrel with Rehoboam, Solomon's suc- 
cessor, on the day of his coronation? How did it re- 
sult ? (Lesson 6.) What were the names of the king- 
doms when divided? ‘Their kings? Their capitals? 
Into what fearful sin did Jeroboam lead his people? 
(Lesson 7.) The worshiping of idols was not confined 
to the Northern kingdom. What king did God use in 
the Southern kingdom to do away with heathen wor- 
ship and to bring about a sweeping revival? Les- 
son 8.) 

The remaining lessons have to do with the Northern 
kingdom. God deals not so much with King Ahab 
and Queen Jezebel as through Elijah the prophet with 
the entire nation. ‘They had gone so far into sin that 
God was almost forgotten. What calamity did God 
send to show them their dependence upon him? 

How did God provide for Elijah’s need ? (Lesson 
9.) What marvelous proof did God give to the peo- 
ple that he was a living God ? (Lesson 10.) Growing 
out of this, whose anger did Elijah incur ? (1 Kings 
19:2.) What human weakness did Elijah yield to 
when he fled to Horeb? (Lesson 11.) While Ahab 
is yet king, Benhadad and his Syrian army attempt 
to destroy Israel. Why were the Syrians defeated ? 
How do you account for Israel’s defeating them ? 
To what national foe and invader can Benhadad be 
compared ? (Lesson 12.) 

You might also place on the board a word-title for 
each lesson, letting the girls add the facts and truth 
connected with each: 


x. Failure, (Absalom), Mahanaim, 
2. Coronation, (Solomon), Gihon. 

3. Choice, (Wisdom), Gibeon. 

4. Dedication, (Temple), Jerusalem, 
5. Visitor, (Queen of Sheba), Jerusalem. 
6. Division, (Rehoboam), Shechem, 
7. Sin, (Jeroboam), Bethel. 

8. Revival, (Asa), Jerusalem. 
9. Sustainer, ( Elijah), Cherith. 
10. Experiment, (God-Baal), Mt.Carmel, 
11. Fligh:, (Jezebel), Horeb. 

12. Defeat, (Benhadad), Samaria. 


Another method would be to have assigned.a brief 
character-study of the people about whom we have 
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studied (second list), the teacher calling for 
them in their order and connecting the events, 

In order to fix the events and the place 
where they occurred well in mind, you might 
on the map or on the blackboard hastily 
sketch and locate Mahanaim, Jerusalem, 
Gibeon, etc., reviewing what happened at 
each place. 

‘These lessons offer a splendid study of 
obedience to self (Satan) or to God, and the 
results. Absalom obeyed self, broke the 
heart of his parents, his life ending in grief 
and disaster. Solomon began obedient to 
God, but Satan led him to make friends of 
ungodly people. Very soon he is openly 
disobeying God. His life ends in failure. 
Then there is Rehoboam, who undertakes 
to rule his kingdom according to his own 
headstrong, wilful ideas, and he leads his 
people on into sin, Jeroboam sets up a 
form of worship for his people in total diso- 
bedience to the command of God. A pen- 
alty must be paid for sin, and they all 
paid it. 

What contrasts to the above are seen in Asa 
and Elijah? Asa was obedient and brought 
his entire people to a recognition of and alle- 
giance to God. The result: ‘*And all 
Judah rejoiced, . . . and the Lord gave them 
rest.’’ Elijah obeyed God in proclaiming 
the drought, in facing Ahab, in anointing 
Elisha. Hard it may have been, yet how 
he must have rejoiced God’s heart. What 
is the inevitable result of disobedience to 
God? Why do people choose to live in 
disobedience to God? Does it pay? What 
is obedience? Yielding to the will of 
another. Obedience to God means that we 
are willing to be the person, go to the places, 
and live the life his supreme love and wisdom 
plan for us. ‘lhat is well as far as it goes, 
but it doesn’t go far enough. You and I 
cannot live the life God chooses for us. Sur- 
render is but half. We must take Jesus 
Christ into ourselves, letting Azm live that 
life for us. Then, and not until then, shall 
we live lives of acceptable obedience unto 
God. Then we shall know what it means 
to have joy, peace, and victory. (3) 


Next Week’s Lesson 


What kind of palace had Ahab 
(1 Kings 22°: 39.) 

Why would Naboth not sell the vineyard ? 

Who killed Naboth ? 

What commandments did Ahab and Jeze- 
bel break ? 

Was Ahab responsible for Jezebel’s deed ? 

Is sin always found out ? 

Is it ever right to covet anything ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 
HAD a regular game in our class 


E 
W last Sunday, and it was the best ever. 


I’ll tell you about it, then some time 
you can try it in your Sunday-school. (1) 

Teacher went to the printing-office last 
week and got twenty-eight cards to make the 
game of. On each card he wrote the name 
of some person, place, or thing that we had 
studied about last quarter, There was Ab- 
salom, David, Solomon, Nathan, Samaria, 
Horeb, ravens, cruse of oil, fire from heaven, 
and a lot more, 

When class took up he mixed the cards 
and gave each boy four of them. He ex- 
plained that the game was for one boy to ask 
some other boy a question that would be an- 
swered by the word onthe questioner’s card. 
If the question was answered right the fellow 
who answered it got the card and had the 
next turn. If he missed he had to give a 
card to the one who asked the question, and 
the questioner could call on some one else 
to answer. Whoever had most cards at the 
end was the winner. 

Well, we each took our cards and Bumps 
started the game by asking Fred to tell who 
got hung up ina tree. Of course Fred said 
Absalom, so Bumps had to give him the Ab- 
salom card, 

Then Fred asked me what woman tried to 
stick Solomon with hard questions. That 
was dead easy, sol got the card that had 
Queen of Sheba on it. 

I asked Bulldog Jones where Elijah hid 
during the first part of the famine and he 
couldn’t think of it. So he had to give me 
one of his cards and I passed the same ques- 
tion on to Carl. Of course he knew it and 
got the card from me, 

So it went on, some winning and some 
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losing. Fatty had easy ones at first and got 
seven cards. Then we all centered our fire 
on him and cleaned him out completely, 

Bert got down to one card. It said Dan 
on it and he couldn’t remember anything 
about Dan, so he couldn’t ask any question 
and had to pass. 

Bulldog had the best ammunition of any- 
body, in a card that said Cherethites and 
Pelethites, Ife happened to remember 
about them and kept asking first one and 
then another who David’s private bodyguard 
were. Nobody could answer it, and he got 
cards from all of us. When teacher finally 
called time Bulldog had twelve cards and no- 
body else had more than five, while Fatty 
didn’t have any. (2) 

When we got done with the game we had 
a little map drill, locating the places and 
then seeing how they look now through our 
stereoscope, 

Then we talked about the difference be- 
tween the good men and the bad men we 
had been studying about. We decided the 
main difference was whether they were will- 
ing to do what God wanted them to do or 
whether they were bound to have their own 
way. (3) 

Mr. Mason told how he took a trip on Lake 
Michigan once, and about the way the steers- 
man up in the pilot-house signaled to the 
engineer down in the engine-room, ‘There 
was a big round dial where the engineer 
could see it in the engine-room, and painted 
on the edge were the words: Stop, Back, Slow 
Ahead, Full Speed Ahead, etc. When the 
pilot wanted to stop he would push the right 


| button up in the wheel-house, and a finger 


built ? | 








would point to the word Stop on the dial 
down below. All the engineer had to do 
was to obey the pilot’s will and they came 
into the dock ail right, but if he ever got to 
stopping and starting the engine to suit him- 
self instead of the pilot they would have a 
wreck, sure, 

Teacher says that is just as true of us and 
our great Pilot up above. The only way to 
make a safe life voyage is under the motto: 
‘*Not my will, but thine, be done.’’ He 
wrote that on our blackboard, then he offered 
our closing prayer and another quarter was 
over, 

Teacher. said next Sunday we have some 
more about Elijah and how he had to. get 
after old Ahab again. ‘The questions he 
gave out were: 


Why did Ahab want Naboth’s vineyard ? 

Why would not Naboth sell his vineyard ? 

How did Jezebel get Naboth’s vineyard 
for Ahab? 

What kind of man does Ahab show him- 
self to be in this lesson ? 

Ww hy did Elijah charge Ahab with Naboth’s 
death ? 

What was to be Ahab’s punishment ? 

In what sense had Ahab sold himself? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Lesson Truth. 


to God's will. 
Beginning. 
A game with cards bearings names of persons, 
ete., of the quarter. 
Geography 
Locate places on map, look at pictures, 
Application. 


What made the difference between the good 
men and the bad men we have studied 
about? (Story of pilot's signals, black- 
board. ) 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











FRIEND has recently suggested to me 
yet another barrier to the regular ob- 
servance of family worship. It is the 

case of a family where the husband requires 
to go to his work very early in the morning, 
long before the other members of the family 
are up. He returns for breakfast at an 
hour before which the children have risen, 
breakfasted, and gone off to school. My 
friend’s difficulty here is ‘* How can family 
worship be conducted in the home when the 
business and domestic arrangements preclude 
the family often being together as a whole?’’ 
Here we have very clearly a case where the 
wife and mother must take the responsibility 
of seeing the service through and make up 


prayer for the ** maimed and the halt, 
‘The only successful life is the one surrendered | 





for the enforced absence of the husband—the 
mother for the father, To some this will not 
bo a trial, to others it may, since audible 
prayer in the presence of others is not a 
familiar engagement. 

That celebrated expositor and spiritual 
genius, Doctor Doddridge, wrote over a hun- 
dred and fifty years ago, ** Where the heart 
is rightly disposed, it does not require any 
uncommon abilities to discharge family wor- 
ship in a decent and edifying manner.’’ Let 
the Christian mother try to pray from her 
heart, plain short sentences spoken just as 
they rise to the mind, and though hard at 
first, it will soon become a delight to pour 
out her heart im the bosom of her family, by 
the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

You will observe that the family lessons 
for the week are longer than usual; each 
day involving two readings. Now this may 
be more than most families can spare time 
for, and it is therefore suggested that the one 
most suitable should be read at worship and 
the other form the portion for private medi- 
tation, The members of the home circle 
should test their memories on the Golden 
Texts for the past quarter. If the word is 
hid in the heart, we shall not sin against God. 


September 20 to 26 
Mon,—Absalom’s Failure (2 Sam. 18: 1-15). Sol- 
omon Anointed King (1 King’s 1 : 28-40). 

What Absalom in the pride and folly of 
his heart grasped at and missed, that Solomon 
gained. When we begin to plan and scheme 
for ourselves we are laying in trouble, An 
old Puritan has said: ‘* Never did saints 
carve for themselves but they cut their 
fingers.’? How much better is Solomon’s 
instruction, ‘* Trust in Jehovah with all thy 
heart, and lean not upon thine own under- 
standing ’’ (Prov. 3 : 5). 

PRAYER SuGcEsTions: What blunders 
we make by listening to the teachings of our 
own hearts, Pray fora heart to lean hard 
upon God. Seek to be enriched with those 
graces regarding which you feela lack. It 
may be gentleness, patience, thoughtfulness, 
care for others, andan unselfish spirit. 
Tues.—Sol Ch Wisdom (1 Kings 3: 


4-15). Solomon Dedicates the Temple 
(1 King's & : 22-30). 


That God answered the prayer of Solomon 
for wisdom is evidenced amongst other things 
by the noble, lofty, and sustained outpouring 
of his soul at the dedication of the temple. 
Every gift rightly employed leads to further 
enrichment of soul. Have I not a temple to 
dedicate ? 
a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you ?”’ 
(1 Cor, 6: 19.) . 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for wisdom 
to exercise a holy care over the body. Praise 
God for the possession of all your mental 
fac ulties and for preserving to you the 
ofall your limbs. This should lead you to 
think of those less favored and lead out to 





Wed.—The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon 
(1 King’s 10: 1-10, 13). The Kingdom Torn 
Asunder (1 King's 12 : 6-16). 

But a few short years sufficed to change 
the glory of Solomon’s kingdom, Sin is no 
respecter of persons, and even a king after 
Solomon’s type cannot transgress with im- 
punity. Solomon’s heart was torn asunder 
long before the kingdom was rent. ‘* Their 
heart is divided; now shall they be found 
guilty ’’ (IIos. Lo : 2). 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: What a tragic 
thing war is! Its horrors are not lessening. 
Pray for a great work of grace to take place 
in the hearts of all the soldiers on the battle- 
fields of Europe. Think and pray for the 


Christian soldiers engaged in this conflict. 


| The Salvation Army has not fewer than 8o- 


| 








000 of its members in the different forces. 
Lt is @ sight to make angels weep. Certainly 
devils laugh. 
Fane Soomoem Leads Israel Into Sin (1 Kings 
: 25-33). Asa’s Good Reign (2 Chron. 
15 2 1-15). 

As no man /ive¢h unto himself, so no man 
sinneth unto himself. Jeroboam, inventive 
in wickedness, sought out new ways of sin- 
ning and carried the people with him into 
the maelstrom. Divine grace, as seen in 
Asa’s reign, ever and anon met the nation’s 
need. Itis so still. ‘* Where sin abounded, 
grace did abound more exceedingly ’’ (Rom. 
5 : 20). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Under the gentle 
touch of a woman's hand the barriers of 
ages are broken down. Pray for the work 
of God among the women of Turkey, Syria, 


** Know ye not that your body is | 


use| @ : ae, 
| an praying for tt all, 
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China, India, and the Orient generally, It 
ts said there are more than six million girl 
wives between five and nine years of age, 
and nearly two hundred thousand girl 
widows, 

Pe eh Care of Elijah (1 Kings 17: 1-16), 


and the Prophets of Baal (1 Kings 
18 : 30-39). 


The great victory Elijah gained over his 
his own unbelief and fear fitted him to com- 
bat the false prophets of the groves and the 
worshipers of Baal. Victory inthe zzer life 
always precedes conquest in the open. This 
the secret by which we are ‘* more than con- 
querors ’’ (Kom, 8 : 37). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Family worship 
has a tendency to formality, and if we are 
not careful we may find a privilege becom- 
ing monotonous and dreary. Ask for any 
special subjects for prayer. Perhaps the 
children would like to have prayer for their 
friends and schoolmates, or for their own 
peculiar difficulties. 
ena = he Flight and Return (1 King's 19: 


8-18). Defeat Through Drunkenness (1 
King's 20 : 10-21). 


Not amid rending rocks and devouring fire 
is Elijah to find quickening for his drained 
forces, but by the ‘* still small voice.’’  Eli- 
jah, in reliance upon the ‘** still small voice,’’ 
returned to the path of duty and fresh ser- 
vice, quickened, and revived. Benhadad, 
blinded and befogged by strong drink, went 
on to defeat and disaster, ‘* Be not drunken 
with wine, wherein is riot [illustrated in Ben- 
hadad], but be filled with the Spirit ’’ [illus- 
trated in Elijah] (Eph. 5 : 18). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Of the men who 
go tothe deep sea fishing, tt ts satd that proba- 
bly not more than one in fifty ts a Christian; 
the rest, it ts reported, are heedless, god- 
less, profane, and quarrelsome. What need 
for prayer for this class of men! They 
have littie care for the life tocome. Pray 
jor **The Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen,”’ 
and for the work of Hospital Steam 
Trawlers, 

Sun.—Obedience and King'ship (Psa. 72). 

This is called ‘**A Psalm for Solomon,’’ 
but it presents us with a complete view of 
Christ’s coming kingdom, of which Solomon’s 
kingdom was but a type. Then Messiah’s 
**enemies shall lick the dust ’’ and the right- 
eous shall be in the ascendant. What an 
inversion of the order of things. The 
coming kingdom cannot long be delayed. 
‘*Amen: come, Lord Jesus’’ (Rev. 22 : 20). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: What opportunt- 
ties the Lord’s Day presents for reaching 
the multitudes! Pray for all home evan- 
gelization, city missions, out-of-doors cam- 
paigns, tract distribution, and all earnest 
enterprises, denominationalard wndenemt- 
national, God's workis bigand very varied, 
and tif we have big hearts we shall delight 


SCOTLAND, 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


EDINBURGH, 


311. What two good men had grafters for 
sons ? 

312. Who hid under a pile of flax on a roof, 

who under some baggage, and who 


in a well? 
313. What two women lied to their fathers ? 
314. What king lost 185,000 soldiers without 
a battle ? 


315. Who hung between heaven and earth 
by the hair of his head ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


306. Deborah who judged Israel (Judg. 4: 
5), and Deborah the nurse of Rebekah 
(Gen. 35 : 8). 

The defeat of the Philistines, marked 
by the stone of Ebenezer (1 Sam. 7 : 
12); and the return of the ark of God, 
marked by the stone of Abel (1 Sam. 
6: 18). 

The ark of God (1 Sam. 5). 

At Mizpah, by the children of Israel 
after they had sinned (1 Sam. 7 : 6). 
In the battle between the Israelites and 
the Philistines at Mizpah (1 Sam. 7 : 
10, II). 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 26 (Review) 





[ Children at Home 





The Present From the Storm 
By Manthei Howe 


hd OOK, look, Kenneth!’’ exclaimed 
Edith. 

She shook her little brothers’s 
arm excitedly. 

** Look out of the window, Kenneth. Isn’t 
it a beautiful storm? ’”’ 

It was too. Great streaks of lightning 
flashed across the window and then-rubidy, 
dub, dubrrrrr! the thunder followgd the 
lightning. 

‘<See that long streak of lightning,’’ 
shouted Kenneth. ‘It went clear across 
the sky.”’ 

** Listen for the thunder,’’ said Edith. 

Almost before she had finished speaking 
the thunder began to roar and rumble. 

*¢ Sounds like a wagon full of stones roll- 
ing over the house,’’ l¢ughed Kenneth. 

You all know just how it sounds, don’t 
you ?—first the flash of light, and then the 
thunder. Sometimes it made the windows 
rattle, and then Kenneth and Edith shouted 
with glee, for they played that it was a great 
giant rattling the house. 

While they looked out of the window it 
kept getting darker and darker. Soon 
mother could no longer see to thread her 
needle, and she came into the livingroom to 
watch the storm with Kenneth and Edith. 

‘*It is nearly as dark as at night,’’ said 
Kenneth. 

‘« Shall we light the lamp? ’’ asked mother. 

‘*No, no,’’ explained the children, ‘* we 
are having such a lovely time looking at the 
lightning and listening to the thunder.”’ 

So they sat there in the dark and pre- 
tended that they were playing ali kinds of 
wonderful games. And suddenly way off in 
the west appeared a tiny streak of color. 

‘* The storm is breaking,’’ declared Ken- 
neth. ‘‘I can see a patch of light in the 
western sky.”’ 

Sure enough, the clouds were passing over, 
and it began to grow lighter. The storm 
was over. 

Thub, thub, came a knock on the window 
pane. Kenneth and Edith jumped. 

‘*What’s that?’ they whispered. ‘‘ Did 
you hear it mother? ”’ 

They listened a moment and then they 
heard it again,—thub ! thubbb! 

‘¢Tt’s on the window,”’ said the children. 
** Wonder what it is. What do you sup- 
pose ?”’ 

‘* Better go outside and look,” mother 
told them, and she was smiling as though 
she knew a pleasant secret. 

So Edith and Kenneth tiptoed to the door. 
They opened it very carefully and peeked 
out, but they could see nothing. All was 
still. Kenneth stepped out on the porch 
and very, very quietly Edith followed. Then 
in the stillness it came again, thatthub, thub! 

And what do you suppose they saw? I 
do not believe that you could guess it in a 
whole Saturday. 

It was a little robin flopping against the 
windowpane, trying to get inside. He must 
have strayed away from home and have been 
blown on to the porch by the storm, for he 
was only a baby robin and his wings were 
not very strong. 

Edith and Kenneth rushed back to their 
mother. 

‘*Come and see,’’ they called happily, 
‘*just come and see the present that has 
come from the storm.”’ 

There it was down in a corner, a poor 
helpless thing that was away from home and 
oh so frightened ! 

‘* Better not try to take him up in your 
hand,’’ said mother, ‘‘see how he is panting 
and holding his mouth open. He is afraid, 
and if you touch him you will only frighten 
him more than he is now. Just look at 
him.’’ 

‘* May we feed him some breadcrumbs ?”’ 
asked Kenneth, who was always hungry 
himself and thought that the bird must be 
too. 

‘* You might try it,’? mother replied, ‘‘ but 
I don’t believe that he will eat.’’ 

And he would not. He just sat there 
with the crumb in his mouth, too frightened 
to move. Just as they were wondering 
what to do with him, thev heard a twittering 
and fluttering up in the maple tree. 
‘* Cheep, cheep, tweet, cheep?” 
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The baby robin struggled feebly to an- 
swer the mother, and soon the mother and 
father robins were circling about the porch 
wondering frantically what thoge people were 
going to do to the baby robin. 

‘* Perhaps if we go into the house they 
can get the baby back intg the nest,’’ said 
Edith. 

As soon as the children had gone back 
into the house, the old sobins came down to 
the porch. They sat on the railing and 
chattered a moment to the baby robin, and 
then they flew off. 

‘Shame on them !’’ sajd Kenneth, ‘* they 
are going to fly away and leave the baby be- 
hind.” 

But that was not the case. They were 
just explaining to him exactly how he was‘ 
to spread his wings and fly; for he was so 
frightened that he had forgotten all that 
he had learned. Three, four times the old 
Tobins flew to the maple tree and back again 
before they cauld coax the baby even to try 
to fly, and then all of a sudden, just as Ken- 
neth was getting tired of waiting, the little 
robin decided that there was not much of a 
trick to flying afterall. He spread his wings 
and flew away just as the old birds had been 
trying to get him to do for the last half hour. 
He flew a little bit unsteadily, but strongly 
enough to get home. 

‘* He is gone, and I am glad of it,’’ said 
Edith. 

‘*Yes,’’? Kenneth agreed, ‘‘I don’t think 
that he would have liked you and me to take 
the place of his father and mother. I don’t 
believe we know the secret of feeding a 
baby robin,’’ 

COLDWATER, MICH. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, September 26, r915 


Shields Against Temptations (Eph. 
6 : 10-18). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoNn.—God a shield (Gen. 15 : 1). 
TUES.—Hiding in God (Psa. 17 : 5-9). 
WED.—The shield of faith (Eph. 6 : 16). 
THURS.—Shield of knowledge (John 8 : || 





32). 
FRI.—Shield of prayer (Matt. 6 : 5-13). 
SAT.—Shield of humility (Jas. 4 : 1-8). 











What shield did Christ use ? 
What temptations assail us? 
Hard work as a shield against temptation. 


HEN our Lord was tempted he met 
the tempter with the Word of God. 
To each temptation he rejoined with | 
a verse from the book of Deuteronomy. He | 
had fed his own soul with the truth that lived 
and when evil came he slew it with that truth 
in the very words in which it had been ex- | 
pressed for him in the Old Testament. The 
truth of God has still this power. Those of 
us who meet temptation patiently with it will 
find victory meeting us. ‘* Because thou hast 
kept the word of my patience, I also will 
keep thee from the hour of temptation.”’ 
% 


The word of God is a shield because it is 
God’s word. God is the great defense. The 
Old Testament saints called him their rock, 
their strong tower into whom they could flee 
and be safe. Temptation can never hope to 
overcome us unless it can find us away from 
God. Read again Martin Luther’s hymn, 
‘*A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” and if you 
have not tried its truth do so with the tempta- 
tion that is assailing you now. 

“ 


Christ is the warrior who has prevailed for | 
us and who is ready now to prevail in and | 
through us (Heb. 2: 18; 4: 15). 





‘* To whom, O Saviour, shall we go? 
The Tempter’s power is great: 
F’en in our hearts is Evil bound 
And lurking steathilv around, 
Still for our souls doth wait. 
Thou tempted One, Whose suffering heart 
In all our sorrow bore a part, 
Whose life-blood only could atone ; 
‘Too weak are we to stand alone, 
And nothing but Thy shield of light 








Can guard us in the dreaded fight."’ 
( Continued on next page) 
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This 
Effect 


A 
This — « 
Taste 


Which Appeals the Stronger 
In Delicious Quaker Oats? 


Millions of people, every moming and in every clime, 
breakfast. on Quaker Oats. 
Millions of mothers consider this dish both a duty and 


a delicacy. 


Not only because it is vim-food. That's true of any oats. 
But because we make this spirit-giving food enticing. 


Oats are eaten because of their effect. Every mother 
knows that every child should have them. Quaker Oats are 
chosen because of their luscious flavor. Folks now consume 
a billion dishes yearly of this single brand. Oat lovers of a 
hundred nations send to us to get it. 


Quaker Oats 


Energy Flakes Made Enticing 


Why not serve this wondrous food in its most inviting form ? 


Quaker Oats costs no extra price. Yet we make it of queen grains 
only. We get but ten pounds from a bushel, because we reject all the 
small, unsavory grains. 


Our process enhances that flavor. Thus we have created the 
most famous oat dish in existence. It is the reigning even in 


Scotland. 
For the sake of goodness, specify Quaker Oats. Nothing else has 


done so much to foster the love of oats. 


10c and 25c per package 
Except in Far West and South 

















Quaker Cooker Offer 


We have made to our order—from pure Aluminum—a perfect Double Boiler. It 
is extra large and heavy. We supply it to users of Quaker Oats, for cooking these 
flakes in the ideal way. It insures the fullness of food value and flavor. See our offer 
in each package. This present cooker offer applies to the United States only. 


(979) 























a eS ee ee ee ee 


-. 



































































eee te gers 











HAVE YOU 
AMMUNITION ? 


The nations of Europe now at war are calling for 
more great guns and more uctive ammunition. 
A great gun is worth more ee a regiment of men, 
Hg one high-explosive shell will put a company of 
men out of action. 


Systematic Bible Study 


By correspondence is the only way by which many 
Cheistions can get the great guns and the destructive 
shells for their warfare. Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago is now providing eight courses of study 
that have been tested and proven w while. The 
majority of these courses is Bible Study, the remain- 
ing ous ing on methods of Christian work and 


The Scofield Bible 
Correspondence Course 


Is now owned and controlled by the Moody Bible 
Institute, aay is the most comprehensive course ever 
prep ‘or ¢ work. 


If you are within reach of the mails, these courses 
can be taken in your homes, more than 2,300 stu- 
dents now taking them. 1,190 new students en- 
rolled in the last ten months 


Full information will be sent on application to the 
Correspondence Department 


The Moody Bible Institute 


Dept. 8, 153-163 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
An objective and 


THE BIBLE MADE PLAIN. iioecsii"Scn" 


tific arrangement of the contents ot the Se ri tur es 
Part Iwo, A History of the Origin, Rise and Fall of 
Kingdom of Israel. rice, 25 cents. For sale + the 


Methodist Book Concern, Detroit, Michigan. 


Church Organs 


Highest 
Established 1827. 


Main Office & Works &'s."xemasi ércen, 
Hook & Hastings e.. 


“BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


crime DELLS’: 
Chime a seca 
Peal McSuane Beit Foonony Co.. Bsitimoae, Mo.. U 


please 





























Latest Approved Methods. 
Grade Only. 























When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W. R. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 
evel; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling 

ample garage; fine stone roads. J,W. Hurley, Mgr. 


The Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, September 11, 1915 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 








1,800 feet above sea 

















in the United States and Canada, These 
rates include postage : 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$ 1.50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year, One copy, five years, $6.00. 
: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Posta! Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 
Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
§ shillings each. 
For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 


to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
of ‘The Sunday School Times Company. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
(Continued from preceding page) 


Prayer is the heart’s appeal to God, the 
remembrance that he can and will deliver us 
if we call. Not to pray is to refrain from 
calling upon the very strength that is here to 
save. To pray is to bring that strength, No 
soul calls for it in vain, 


‘*'Thou, who dost dwell above 
oh, save !"’ 


“ 


Does the soul put up this prayer! That 
instant temptation shrivels, What we ask we 
have because it has been already given. 


Pride is the sure betrayal of the soul to its 
tempter. We think we can. Our wills are 
strong. Weaker men may fear, but not we, 
We can even fondle temptation and dream 
over it and think of how it would taste if we 
did yield. 


‘* The perils that we well might shun 

We saunter forth to meet; 

The path into the road of sin 
We tread with careless feet. 

The air that comes instinct with Death— 
We bid it round us flow ; 

And when our hands should bar the gate 
We parley with the foe! 


‘** The ill we deem we ne'er could do 

In thought we dramatize ; 

What we should loathe, we learn to scan 
With speculative eyes. 

Alas! for ignorance profound 
Of our poor Nature's bent! 

The wakened sympathy with wrong 
Becomes the Will's consent."’ 


% 
The heart’s business is to strangle not to 
fondle temptation. 
**The Highest hath you in remembrance 


and the Mighty hath not forgotten you in 
Temptation,”’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





** Only Heaven is better than to walk 

With Christ at midnight over moonlit seas."* 

** Every evil to which we do not succumb 
is a benetactor.,.. We gain the strength of 
the temptation we resist.”’ 

New York Ciry. 





| Books Worth Noting 








Cradle Roll Manual (by Katherine Wil- 
liams).—Miss Williams intends the book as 
an answer to the numerous letters of inquiry 
she receives, asking the secrets of the ad- 
mirable results of her six years’ experience 
in organizing and building up one of the 
largest Cradle Roll Departments in the 
world. This little manual contains instruct- 
ive Cradle Roll suggestions, and treats the 
Value of the Cradle Roll, How to Organize 
a Cradle Roll, The Superintendent and Her 
Duties, The Cali of the Cradle Roll, and it 
gives a suggestive program for Promotion 
Day. (Standard Publishing Company, 35 
cents.) 


The Minister (By W. W. Staley, D.D., 
LL.D.).— Books on the ministry abound, 
and if only they are of the right sort it is 
almost impossible to have too many, ‘The 
present little work consists of five lectures 
dealing with the minister, ‘*In his Study,’’ 
**In His Personal Life,’? ‘* In his Pulpit,’’ 
**In his Parish,’ **In his Community,’”’ It 
is full of good things, aptly stated, and is 
based on deep knowledge of ministerial 
needs and thorough sympathy with all that 
appertains to life and service. Although 
small, it is as valuable as larger works on 
the same theme, for it abounds in clear in- 
sight and is enriched by much spiritual ex- 
perience, (The Christian Publishing Associ- 
ation, 50 cents postpaid.) 


Mauro on Romans—Goa’s Gospel and 
God’s Righteousness. God’s Gift and Our 
Response. God’s Love and God’s Children 
(By Philip Mauro) .—The treatment in these 
three volumes of expository readings on the 
greatest of Paul’s epistles—to the Romans— 
proceeds for the most part along familiar 
lines. The re-emphasis on the essential fea- 
tures of the Pauline Gospel by a vigorous 


| mind and a keen spiritual experience is wel- 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper | 


come. The discussion of Romans 7 is per- 
haps the best and most convincing part. 
Here and there the characteristic views of 
the writer appear, on such topics as divine 





healing, but they are not unduly obtruded, 








though they naturally affect his exegesis, 
which will not always stand the test of accu- 
rate scholarship. Mr. Mauro writes clearly 
and well, and his statement of the ‘old, old 
story’? is most refreshing (Revell, 50 cents 
each).- 


With the Bible in Brazil (By Freder- 
ick C, Glass).—Without a word of preface 
by the author the reader finds himself at 
once in the midst of one of the marvelous 
incidents which form the major portion of 
the twenty chapters. The foreword by J. 
Stuart Holden is a sufficient attestation of 
the truth of the record. The book contains 
vivid illustrations of the word of God ac- 
complishing what He pleases when distrib- 
uted entire or by portions by prayerful, 
faithful servants, and is a powerful witness 
to the glad tidings of Christ being the power 
of God. It will be a revelation to the one 
who reads it, not knowing of conditions in 
civilized and uncivilized South America. 
(Morgan & Scott, London, 2s, 6d net.) 


The Sunday School and Citizenship 
(By Nannie Lee Frayser).—The place and 
ideals of the Sunday-school, not simply in 
relation to the church, but in relation to edu- 
cational, civic, and community ideals, forces, 
and needs, is set out by Miss Frayser in this 
comprehensive and yet critical study of 100 
pages. Quite clearly she shows the possi- 
bilities and power of the Sunday-school in 
shaping the recreative forces which are now 
bringing about such radical changes in the 
small and large community in order to adjust 
the individual to his part in home and com- 
munity improvement. We are shown how 
the modern Sunday-school, through its plan 
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of study and activities, is fitting the boy and 
girl as social and civic factors and partners 
in world progress toward the Christian goal, 
Some excellent methods are suggested for 
realizing this aim as applied to Junior schol- 
ars. (Standard Publishing Company, 50 
cents postpaid. ) 


The Kingdom and the Farm (By Har- 
lan L, Feeman).—The problem of the coun- 
try church is one of the most difficult in the 
religious life of the nation. It is connected 
with that of the excessive drift from country 
to town, with the division of our Christian 
people between ascore of ** denominations,’’ 
and with the demand for higher education 
for the rising generation. Professor Harlan 
L. Feeman of Westminster Theological 
Seminary shows here a close and wide study 
of the facts of the case, and presents some 
sensible suggestions for the solution. He 
perhaps does not lay proper blame upon the 
isolated farmhouse, common in America 
and rare in Europe, which tends to under- 
mine both mental and moral health by iso- 
lating the farm-family from its neighbors. 
Professor Feeman emphasizes the good in- 
fluence exerted by the presence of but one 
church, and even but one store, in a rural 
community, and gives many suggestions for 
the better conduct of communal affairs. He 
also enters objection t6 the harmful course 
of study in the rural school, which rarely 
tends to open the eyes of the young to the 
scientific interests of their own neighborhood, 
and which trains them in arts and accom- 
plishments for which the city alone furnishes 
ascope. He justly insists also on the need 
of innocent recreation for young and old. 
(Revell, 75 cents). 








GORDON 


Boston’s Bible Institute 


A School of the Bible of Culture of Preaching, of Mis- 
sions, of Prayer and of Methods Extended courses by 
prominent interdenominational leaders. Boston advan- 
tages. ‘luition free Address for catalog and corre- 
spondence Dean Nathan R. Wood, Gordon Bible 
Institute, Boston, Mass. 














Appreciative 
Teachers 


We recently sent post cards similar to the one - below 
to 1,000 Sunday-school teachers. 
popular, judging from the acceptances, that we are ask- 
ing all subscribers to The Sunday School Times to 
cut this card out of their paper and hand or mail it to 


one who is not yet a subscriber. 


The offer proved so 








FREE FOR THE ASKING 


Enough specimen copies of any 
one issue to supply teachers and 
officers in your sch Just say 
" How many." 











[POST CARD—REVERSE SIDE] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


You may enter my name for a three-weeks’ free trial of The Sunday School 
Times, with the understanding that if at the end of the test I subscribe for The 
Sunday School Times for a year, and send the subscription of a friend for a year 
with my subscription, | may have without charge any book or books from your 
catalogued publications not exceeding a combined list price of 50 cents. 
paper is not to be sent to my address after three weeks unless | so order. 


Your 


oe ce PO & 84 e 6S £6 OOS 











This Three-Weeks’ Trial Will Include 


a Special Music Number, which will contain a 
wealth of suggestions for making your church and Sun- 
day-school music really effective. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 














